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IHTRODUCTION, 





The origin of the expedition, the narrative of which 
is set forth in this bock, was due to Mr.Eckenstein, who on 
returning from his beataee with Sir Martin Conway in 1592 in 
the Hindu Kush, was far from satisfied that a reakly hich ascent 
was unfeasible. Later experiences in Mexico, where in the 
sumer of 190] it was found that a heavy day's work could be 
endured at altitudes up to 18,000 ft. without any ore distress 
than accompanied andar efforts at sea-level, confirmed him 
in his belief and the present expedition was arranted. on 
obi ect of ihe expedition was first and foremost to cet a dee 
finite solution to the very much vexed question of ‘mountain- 
sickness’ (so-called), or to p.t it more broadly to find cut 
the physiological action of reduced atmospheric pressure on the 


human body and at what elevation it became consequently 


impossible to proceed. With this object in view we had to 
look about for a mountain which reached a high elevation and 
presented as far as one could judge very small olinbing diffie 
culties. From photographs taken by Sir Martin Conway and 
Mre.Bulloek Workman it appeared that the B® and NB sides of the 
mountain known in the Indian Survey as Ko were composed of snow- 
slopes at an easy angle and that, if one excepted bad condi-« 
tions of snow such as all high mountains are liable to, there 
should be no technical difficulties of a climbing character to 
contend with. 

fhis mountain was accordingly decided upon as a 
suitable one. It was nevertheless a long time after this 
decision had been er that the expedition took place. This 
was duc to the fact that we desired to go as a party of 5 or 6 
in order to minimise chances of defeat from individual illincss 
or breakdown, and it is not an easy task to find 6 men suitable 
to an undertaking of this description who can take a year’s 


holiday at short notice, including one of the medical profession 


al Dae 


Bventually however a party of six was made up all of whom were 
ready to leave in the sarly part of 1902: ‘+he members vere 
O.Eckenstein, A.Crowleys; with 2 Austrians Drs.Pfannl and 
Wessely; a Swiss-French medical man Dr.Jacot-CGuillarmod, and 
myself. 

Our party being settled in the auturmm of 1901, it 
then renained to prepare all the equipment for a resolute siege 
of our mountains for it was not a belief of ours that a rush 
would be successful = on the contrary we fully expected to — 
to spend @ considerable period of time sradually raising our 
canps on the flank of the mountain, and with this before UB, 
and a knowledge of the distance of the peak from any base of 
supplies, we set about making a provisionment which would 
suffice to keep six men for 3 months perfectly independent of 
any food to be got from the nearest village. Tinned foods of 
all sorts and makers were tried and tested, tents were made to 
our desiims, eetone fitted to boolis, axes made, instruments 


adjusted and so forth. And so gradually we cot our things 


together. Then Eokenstein and I addressed ourselves to the 
somewhat Herculean labour of packing all our goods for safe 
transit to India. A mitual friend of ours - Mr.LeAeLezros - 
was good enough to place his workshop entirely at our disposal; 
and there we worked pretty continuously from December till the 
end of February (when we lcft England) at testing all the 
equipment, putting final touches to it, and packing it into 
cases for shipmont. It turned out in the result that our pre- 
cautions were not wasted, for when we came to unpack our things 
at Srinagar, we found that nothing had suffered at all in 


transport. 





_ @ A full account of the equipment employed will be 
-found in the Appendix. 


CHAPTBR =I. 
BSS SSSSVBUT ISSA TtSA2A28 
In these days of universal travel it would be quite 
out of place to relate the small incidents of a journey from 
London to Eombay, which town we renohed after a good woyage on 
Maroh 20th, 1902. We anticipated some trouble here in clearing 
our luggage through the Customa as, in spite of the fact that 
the greater part had been sent out direct from London to Rawal 
Pind4i, we yet had some ton and @ quarter with us and that too 
of a wery miscellaneous descriptions; ranging (in the official 
declaration forms) from timber i.e. ski to hardware i.¢6. Gran- 
PonBe Tris matter having been adjusted by the Customs 
officials accepting our sattcate. we fot on board the train for 
Rawal Pindi on the 21st and arrived there three days later. At 
Delhi on the way we picked up the last member of our party, 
Crowley, who had beon living in the East for some Lime. 
fo the Buropean, Indian Railway travel is a revelation 


in comfort, though certainly not in speed. | 
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We stayed at Pindi till the 29th as 6 had to collect 
our previously despatched equipment and make some sieseatiane 
to its shape for transport by ekka to Kashmir. 

The comments made on us at Pindd were excessively 
armusinge ZI confess that our exterior was not entirely pre= 
possessing and taken with our polyglot conversation justified 
the assumption that we must be.Boer officers on parole! (We 
had all grown beards, or tried to, in order to facilitate our 
dealings with the Mahomedan natives of the country we vere 
going to travel in). When subsequently our objects were ex- 
plained, we were considered - and not inaudibly - madmen to 
think of getting all that lugsage up to Kashmir and as for 
vetting it furthers well it was out of the question. 

After some arrangements had been made with the trans- 
port cepartment it was agreed that 15 ekkas should be ready at 
an early hour on the morning of the 29th ‘‘arch. An ekka is as 
near the elementary vehicle, as, I imagine, can be seen to-day. 
It is rather lixe a three foot cube packing case with a lid on 
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but open before and behind, mounted on a pair of wheels, and 
entirely innocent of all springss it is usually in a state of 
utter decay which is brought home to one well by the proverb 
*It is bad to go on an ekka with less than one wheel.* Though 
the ekkas were there at 7 o’clock in the morning it was not 
till 3 o*cloek that they started and then two more were re-~- 
quired before we got the whole of the luggage stowed away. 
Starting thus late we only make a short stage that day to fret -« 
some 25 miles = and did not get there till 10.45. 

fhe road to Srinagar crosses a pass in the Himalaya 
chain at Murree (8,000 ft.}, dips right dom sean to the Jhee 
lum valley ahic' it then follows ti11 it debouches on the plain 
of Fashnir. 

fhe next morning we were woken to the startling news 
that our expedition was detained b: a police officer and on 
enquiry we found we had to wait for the Deputy-Commissioner. 
He arrived at 10.30 and did not solve our puszle when he told 
us that the Government had forbidden EKokenstein to enter 
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Kashmir, but that the rest right proceed. Acoordingly Boken- 
stein returned with the Deputy-Commissioner to make enquiries 
and the rest of te continued the long ascent to Murree. The 
jolting of the ekkas whieh had seemed literally unendurable but 
yesterday had already become but a minor evil to me, but une 
fortunately the third day from Pindi it had a bad effect on 
Wessely who developed slight internal inflammation and had to 
be deft at Kohala with the Doctor, to follow when he had ree 
covered by the more comfortable vehicle on the road 1.6. @ 
tonga. These are four-seated and well sprung carriages which 
are really quite comfortable and having changes of horses. every 
7 or 8 miles cover large distances in the daye 

At Kohala one reaches the Jhelum and crossing it one 
enters Kashmir. So more Customs formalities, but here they 
were not exigeant’. From Kohala to Baramullah tne road is a 
remarkable one both from an engineering and soenic point of 
view. Tho’ following the Jhelua valley, it runs, now hundreds 


of feet above that great torrent, now on its banks; beautifully 


graded and ke;t in wonderfully good condition considering the 
frequent landslides which are always occurring. 

The hills rise each side of the river to some three 
thousand feet and their steepness, the largeness of the massifs, 
and grand outline make ao striking difference to anything one can 
see in the Alps. Here and there through the long side valleys 
one cets a glimpse of the Pir-Panjal's snowy summits and easte 
wards of those of the Westorn Himalayas. The road itself was 
flanked by masses of spring verdure <- maidenhair fern, pome- 
granite, and hosts of wild flovers - and the slopes above were” 
everywhere greene Along tt.is road our caravan of 17 ekkas 
Blowly jogged, doing 30 to 35 miles a day. Six days tvok us 
to Barasullah at the entrance of the Kashmir plains this is a 
fine lewel stretch of country lying in a ringe-fence of great 
snov summits, and travorsed by the winding Jhelus there @ broad, 
peaceful river with no thought of its rapids and gorges a 
little Lower down) and by poplar-avenued roadc which rival 
those a Franoe for straightness. On all sides cultivated 
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lané and dotted here and there the quaint Kashmiri villages 
with their clumps of trees. The Kashmiris themselves are a 
fine races tall deep-chested men and fine women - the latter 
with an ease and grace of oarriaze that can only be seen where 
such things as & heel or a corset are unknown and with a walk 
more graceful than the best of our dancing. 

At Baramullah Pfannl and I went fer a walk in the. 
evening up 4 few huncred feet on one of the foot-hills to 
watch the sun set ower this paradizve - it was indeed enough to 
make a poet of an engineer*’s fitter cr a sent inentalist of a. 
goal miner. 

On the 4th April we reac’edc Brinagar, the capital of 
Kashmir, and took up cur abode in the one hotel of the piace; 
a big structure but distressingly modern and Buropean. As tne 
read ends snd coolie transport beginas here, we set to nas 
unpack all our oases and repack the goods in suitable loads. 

The news we had from Kokenstein @ll thie while was 


as unpleasant as it vas inexplixable. He had been referred 
from officisl to official in an ascending scale with the plea 
that his detention vas “Goverment orders® and that no reason 
had been assimmoed. He travelled back to Lahore and from thore 
started for Sinla to intorview the Forsijn Secretary. This 
gentlemen he was, however, lucky enough to meet on wa way and 
the reasons ther. given were that he had misbehaved at Gilgit 
and in Bee sie in 1893 = a year spent by him entirely in Ing- 
land. The only fact that could with certainty be elicited 
was that the order nad emanated from the Viceroy. From 
Srinagar we had telegraphed and aritten petitions to the Viccroy 
and done our tecegtt Bron time e6 time we got letters and 
news from Bokenstein but never anything definite. The vhole 
affair seemed, and does so too to-day, most un-English, perhaps 
the most repulsive feature being that Eekenstein's letters were 
tampered with. 

Rventualiy after a greatdeal of petitioning and a 
Suggestion or two eee the matter might form a good casus belli 
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for the Irish party in the House, Rokenstein was allowéd to 
proceed to Srinagar on April 28nd. Ané the mystery of this 
detention has as far as I know never been cleared up at all. 
There was a touch of humour in it too ~- for 4 guar= 
antee was insisted on from Crowley and myself with regard to 
Rockenstein's conduct before he was permitted to proceed. This 
we gave by wire, asking subsequently by letter what sonduot on 
the part of Hokenstein would be construe€@ as breach of tha 
g.arantee. However the conundrum was more than the Indian 
Government could solve and the lctivor remained unanswered. 
While ali this had buen provvedizg, the 5 of us in 
Srinagar had not been idlee All the cases had been unpacked 
(250 ee (ma pra 
and their contents stored in the DOP ST Se -AC ene Then kKiltas 
were purchased. These are lidded wicker baskets sovered with 
sheepskin leather and are made in two shapes, a truncated cone 
and rectangular. They are wary light, etend a ick of knooking 
about and ars sonvenient for oarrying lcadcs in. Our next move 


was to fill theee and this needed come arrangement and method. 
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Por the 3 monthe food our plan was to make 3 kiltas 
contain 4 days food for the 6 of uss; including everything 
necessary (fuel &0) except the actual cooking utensils. The 
fina) total amounted to 110 loads of from 47 - 58 lbs each. 

All was ready for a start on Saturday the 26th April, 
but as it took some time even for a transport officer as enere 
getie an was Captain Lemesurier to get porterage to such & 
jarve extent, 1% was rot ti2l1 the 48th that we got off. Our 
first stage was bv pony transport and the 50 ponies were in the 
paddoek by the hotel quite early. When the whole cararan had 
got Loaded up and under weizh, Crowley and I remained behind to 
get two very neceasary things, & supply of small change and a 
parwana. 

The former was a large item both in invaeradee and 
woight, and we infended to pay each evolie individually to 
ebviate the usual trouble travellers have with coolies owing 

Ps 
to their incontinently bolting: this they do if their time is 
paid to their head man or to the traveller's servants for dis- 
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tribution, as the idea of distribution is not entirely just on 
Western ideas and the native sho has the money retains nearly 
all or all for hinself and gives the unfortunate coolies kicks 
instead of halfpence. A parwana is 2 ciroular letter to all 
h 
village officials {their name is legions tavseildars, lumba- 
dars, tekidars &o, &0.,) to command then in the name of the 
British Baj to do ait they can to help the traveller by supply- 
ing him with food and coolices. Captain Lemesurier who was to 
give us this doownent was in camp on the Dal Lake, so we foure= 
neyed thither on a shikara or native punt which is paddled hy 
5 or 6 paddles. Tho Dal Lake is in one of the most beautiful 
situations conesiyable - a deep blue sheet of water, studded 
with lotus plants, set in a hollow of the hills over whose 
shoulidere appear the snows. On one side of ab is a perfeot 
natural park shaded by patriarchal chens® trees, and it was 
hers « the Nassim Bach « that we found Captein Lenssuirier 


encamped. He quickly issued orders about the parwana which he 
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promised to send to meet us at our first canping place the 
next morning apr: by mounted messengers 

By the time we had got bask to Srinagar it was ale 
ready late so wo determined to do the first stage by water 
during the night and catch the rest of the party up the next 
mornings For this purpose we ocharteredé a dunga or native 
houseboate They are built like a big punt (355 ft. long by 8 ft 
beam) with a roof and sides of matting and are punted, paddled 
and towed ~ often all three together. | 

Thus towards evening we drifted down the Jhelum right 
fhrough Srinagar. | The town has been called the Venice of the 
east and af this be a synonym for beauty, it indeed deserves 
its name. Right down to the water's edge on each side of the 
Jhelum, which forms the great highway, crowd the wooden native 
houses, their roofs all grass-grown and their outline quaint 
beyond description. Here and there a break where stands an 
elaborate Nohammedan Mosque or else a Hindu temple with a silver 
or golden roof flashing in the sunlight. Across the river 
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seren wooden bridges whose construction makes more for effect 
than strength. Zhere is but one thing to mar the effeot and 
that is the ifaharajah's palace - a flat modern plastered anda 
whitewashed erection. 

Night soon oume on and we turned in, to be woken at 


7.36 at Gunderbal - our first stage. A short half-hour 
Me te 8S ee) 
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brought us to Bokenstein and farm wne were takking to the 
native lumbadar and we ali went on togethor. 

At Gunderbal one onters the Sindh valley in which one 
continues for 5 marches to the foot of the pass = the Sogi-lk- 
which leads over into Baltistan. The valley is deservedly 
reckoned one of the great beauty spots of Kashnuir and it was 
too early in the year for it to be at its best when we passed 
through ite | Flanked on both sides by ranges of mountains whid 
were still covered to a great extent with snow, the torrent 
folloys a very tortuous course so that one always appears to 
be approaching a barrier of rock. 


All the lower parts of the valley are forest-covered 


and so the marohes were very pleasant. The path is like a 
Welsh mountain-track, if anything not se good, which seems 
curious when one consicers that it leads to the one pass in the 
Hindu Kush - the Karakoram pass - through which all the trace to 
Turkestan and China goes. As - apt higher up (se wales we 
cane across the débris of large winter valaiaiie which had 
thundered #teht down to the torrents the largest left a cliff 
of srow some 30 feet high and 150 yards long with a tail stream 
ing up to the heijhts. | 

Our none Seaeners haé only taken us two marches and 
we then oontinued with ccolies who nostliy eae one marche 
Here I eae estat our avetea of checking in order that each 
coolie got aie full pay and was responsible for his load. We 
gave to each man a ticket with his name and the number painted | 
on na: load on it and paid them individually on presentation 
of the ticket after the loads nad been inspected. This = 


volved a considerable amount of sork with a hundred and odd 
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joads but amply repaid itself in that we had no 4iffioulties of 
any kind with our men who were always willing and contented. 

On May Srd we srrived at Baltal (9,000 ft.) at the 
foot of the Bogi-la where we found a fine bungalows it was 
very heavily built, obviously to resist the irmense winter 
snowfall. As it wash still early in the year to cross this 
pass, espediall: with so large a caruvan, Pfannl and Yessely 
had gone on to inspect the condition of the snow and report. 

They thought that there wouic be very little diffi-g 
culty provided we started early sieugh which ve accordingly 
determined to do. In the events: the Doctor examined the eyes 
of all the coolies and we issucd smokec glasses {of which we 
had some SO pairs) to those who Wwemad tc need it. This caused 
& lot of waausement, as they coveted the glasses; and when a 
vig man acrewed up his eyes but was passe sound sy the Doctor, 
he was promptly ohaffed by a... his ourpanions. 

On May 4th we ot off tofore four o*clock, Pfannl and 


Wossely led the varty, Crowley and Bokonsteia sent up aith the 
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centre of the caravan and Dr.Guillarmod and I trought up the 
rear. The coolies went well over the snow to shioh we got. 
twenty minutes from the start and the head of the caravan 
reached the summit at 6.15. 

Attor an hour or so one of the older coolics showed 
symptoms of distress, so Dr.Guillarmod want on to find a rood 
man with a lighter load with shou to effect an axenanais while 
Eckenstein who had ao@ joined us behind tcok the man*s load 
forza bite This nade things better but we had to asuist 
nearly all tho way up and «s 414 not oe to ths top (isaeé 
12,000 £6.) till just before 3. The cnow, thous much of it 
was avalanche dé>ris was in good condition. We reashe? the 
bungalow st the other side of the pass at 10.20. Thinking <hat 
our troublas sere now over and all that ranainud was a saunter 
dom a yalley similar to the one we hak come up, I sat com for 
about an hour and in@ulged in 2 pipeae TI had made however 4 
bad mistake as the rest of the way lay over an undulating snow 
field crossed by a river and its tributaries - making many 


detours necessary. And the snow had by now softened undera 

the sun, 60 that Biewies and I did not sive at our stopping 
place = Matayan ~ till 4.30 after a rather tiring day. | Matayan 
is a little villase of huts {into one of which we packed like 
sardines), at that tine ss oasis in 4 deseck of snow, but 2 
the summer a village in a mountain pasture. Indeed later on 

in the year the pass is quite clear of snow and easily nego- 
tiable on horseback. The next day's walk took us to our first 
stage of any importance since Srinagar, namely, Dras. This is 
net properly a towa nor even a village but an alluvial plain 
with huts scattered over it and supporting quite a l-irge popu- 
lation. The Dras valley is of an entirely different character 
to the Sindhs no trees or indeed vegetation of any kind (save 
where the villages are placed) but bare rook topped by snowy 
ace? with here and there a deep gorge cut out by the Dras 
river in violet roek. The houses too are quite different - 


mo more wooden chalets but flat-roofed, cubical mud built 
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erections with tiny sindows and doors, often ‘uilt in ranks 

one on the roof of the other. The villages are nearly always 
placed strategically, as if to guard azainst hostilities; whith 
was probabl; indeed the reason of their position. 

At Dras we changed to pany transport and proceeded 
down the valley on our way to Skardu. At our first stage, 
Karbu, there was a great tamasha (jollification) going on which 
consisted of pole, very statuesque dancing and music played on 
an instrunent which cives forth a noise similar to the ohanter 
of bag-pipes. Here too we met our first illustration of the 
very deep hold that their religion has on natives and our first 
case of serious illness. The Doctor had treated hosts of cases 
at every stage - mostly trivialities, such as wounds which 
would not heal owing to dirt, burns, tooth extraction, ee&, c- 
hoe genus ome. But here the takidar's wife needed an opere= 
tion to save her life. fhe nearest place where this could be 


performed was Leh - séme 8 marches on - the tekidar, however, 
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though offered money for the journey and operation, refused, 
as he was the only “indu in the village and he could not leave 
his duties, so that there would have been no Hindu to have 
gone with her to prepare her food. Just Kismete - 

Aftw leaving Karbu we began to cet into more fertile 
country and found at every village, apricot, wiibecey anes 
mond trees in full flower and leaf and the first crop of barley 
coming upe Al along these valleys there is a village wherever 
water can be obtained in auenticies for agriculture, but, while 
the villages themselves are miracles of fertility, the spaces in 
between are stone and sand desert with no vegetation showing. 

To an English farmer it is indeed a land of promise, for they 
get three orops a vear, barley, wheat and oats, and then da 
eapoe Still this is not done without labour, for they cone 
struct aqueduets sometimes two miles in length to irrigate 
every field. 

At Hardas our first Rajah. He started by handing us 
a bag of rupees which woe touched and returned = a ceremony to 
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derionstrate, on his side that he was our servant to conrmand, on 
ours that we wished him well and were on a peaceful errand. 

He then taiked about his own health, got medicine 
from the Doctor and left us a present of a large plate of dried 
apricote. This performance was characteristic of all locas 
royalty oui was repeated almost without variation, save trat 
now and then they gave us tea and cakes. The tea ther prepare 
in tvo wayss firstly with sugar and cardomans and other spices 
but no milk - secondly with butter and salt. The first kind 
was universally popular but the latter - well I find in py 
notes at the time "thie is what one would axpeet train oil to 
taste like after it had trickled through a farnmyard.*® Yet it 
is so disgusting at first taste that one tries it again and it 
was not lonz before XI used tc have it every evening and enjoy 
it? Just before Hardas one crosses the Dras river and leaves 
the road to Leh, Ladakh and Turkestan, and the maroh after that 


one reaches the Irdus valley down which one proceeds to Skardue 


The marches along this walley were lom: and rather arduous too 
as, owing to local irregularities, the road continually ascend- 
ed and descended - sometimes 5,000 fevt in a day. The Rajah 
of Tolti sent his brother out to meet us and indeed he accom- 
padied us through the whole time of our stay insice his terrie 
torye An extraordinary type of native he was - a complexion 
as fair as any European, red hair and moustache, shaved, and 
clothed in clean white linen. 

Our last two marches to Skardu were very pleasant 
ones, as ve were mounted by the Rajah on excellent country- 
breads who oarriod us wonderfully. TI ride some 14 stone and I 
mist say felt sone siaanaaice for a 12°3 pony which they assured 
me would carry me easily. It not only did se but after canter- 
ing the greater part of the way, ended up quite fresh and in no 
way distressed. Eight or nine miles from Skardu the valley 
changes completely in character. Instead of the stream being 


bounded by either soree slopes or rock faces, the valley opens 
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out to & grey plain of Indus silt - in places four miles 

broad, - with large masses of rook dotted about rising to 1,000 
or 1,500 feet. The mountains receed to form a kind of great 
amphitheatre, the greater part of which is completely filled 

by the greenery of Skardu and its dependencics. On the North 
the Shigar valley opens out and the junction of the Shigar 

and Indus rivera takes place quito close to Skardue 

For the last five miles the road ran through an 
avenue of trees, first willows, then poplars brin:;ing us evene 
tually to a comfortable and clean dak bungalow, at which we 
reated a few days before proceeding. We arrived on the 14th 
of “ay, 17 days out of Srinagar. 

All the way ve had been the best of friends with the 
natives, who were excessively keen to be our portersBe On two 
ecoasions indee@ there was an actual fight for the loads, where 
there were more coolies than we required. Generally speaking 
the Baltis are a finer lot than the Lashniris, but both are 
equally courtecua and everywhere honest. 
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Chapter it. 


Skardu to the Glacier foot. 


At Skardu we rested for several days before resuming 
our Journey towards the glacier and made some slight reprovi- 
sionmments, @e.g- sugar and salt which had evaporateé en route 
at a rather alarming pace. Tho’ the town is a large place 
containing some 25,000 cahaieete. vet like the smaller vile 
iages the houses are so completely swallowed up by the masses 
of fields and fruit trees that barely one is visible without 
& search. Soon after our arrival we were called upon by the | 
Rajah of Shigar, the brother of the Rajah of Kapaloo and the 
Rajah of Kiris. The first named was far the finest man, with 
a very Kindly and intellectual faces incidentally I may mention 
that he was a master mason - the last one I met on my way North 
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from Xasheir. After they had gone came the Maib (assistant), 


Tahsildar, as his: superior was 1311: he talked quite good Eng- 
lish, offered us every assistance and brought as a present a 
great mountain trout. 

In the evening the Dootor had a nasty case. A man 
was brought to our Dak bungalow with his leg cut 5 the bone 
from knee to ankle from an accident in a stone quarry. Moree 
over it was ali filled with fine sand and dirt. So there was 
a big bustie fo find kiltas containing antisepties, candles éc 
and it was 2 hours before the Doctor had satisfied himself that 
all that could be done had been done. I am glad to say that 
on our return we found that the man had completely recovered 
and was about again. 

The man wus @ good example of what we found with all 
natives that were operated on in any way - namely an insensi- 
bility to pain which would have been wonderful in a Buropean. 
fhey seemed to look on anything of this kind as a great ag 
interesting joke and we rarely met a man who objected to have a 


bad tooth extracted on the spot. 


Neat day wo had 4 sample of the Skardu sand-storm, a 
phenomeném which repeats itself most davs in the afternoon. A 
strony wind blows down the Indus valley over the broad expanses 
of silt and whisks this up thousands of feet, completely blote 
ting out the view and rendering everything so sandy that one 
has perforce to retire and shit windows and doors. 

Our rest of seven days at Skardu passed quickly 
enough, tho*® we did nothing in particular but an occasional 
walk up a neighbouring hill and an attempt to catoh trout in 
the Indus with very elementary tackle which was not much of a 
success. We had one more wisit from local royalty in the 
shape of the Raiah of Shigar and his sons. Their power has 
been taken from them and vested in the Fahsildar who is a re=- 
presentative of the British Raj. The etiquette of these social 
functions is rather difficult and the way is beset with pit- 
falls for the beginner e.g. never oat or drink anything fron 
your left hands take ;our shoes off before sitting down {you 
all sit on the table-oloth}s remember that your guests cannot 


- 29 < 


leave till vou rise and give them their "songs EGe Ons day 
we tried the tobacee which they grow here and found it exnellent 
it had the further merit of being distinctly reasonable in 
price 1444 per lb? 

Before we left I went with the Doctor to see the 
Fahsildar and to interpret the prescriptions. We found him a 
cheerful and jovial person who talked imelieh excellently and 
was only unhappy because, being a Punjabi, he felt solitary: so 
he welcomed us right royally. 

On Monday, May 19th, we finally got our caravan under 
weigh and started for Askole, the highest village in the Bralduh 
valley. There are two ways there from Skardus (1) over a 
high pasa, the Skoro-la, which descende right on Askole; this 
route is 5 days marchs (2} along the Shigar valley till the 
Bralduh valley meets it and then straight up that. We chose 
the latter way, as tye pass was reported ver; deep in snow and 
it is at an; time rather an arcucus one. 

Before leaving we went to say farewell to the . 
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fahsildar and to arrange with hin to send on our maile by spe- 
cial coolies as far as Askole. He gave us little binches of 
yellow roses, and as we had already received others, we had our 
nats and coats all deoorated as for a wedding. It is rather 
@ pleasing custom which all the natives of these parts have, to 
deo one with flowers by way of wishing one good luck. The 
Tahsildar could not and would not believe that we were nov an 
important Government mission of some political character and 
treated our deniala as polite prevarications. 

Prom Skardu we went back along the way we had Come 
for some two miles and then ferried across the Indus. 

fhe ferry was a iarge punt-shaped vessel, almost 
exactly Like the big Cambridge grinds and was propelled by 
five men paddling at the s&@e vith Wo small paddles and two 
men working big stern paddles. The river was some 160 yards 
broad where we crossed and the boat was carried down 200 yards 
in crossing. From the ferry the way lay for miles across 


wastes of Indus silt, = very hot and tiring for the horses; for 
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we rode for some narches up the Shigar valley. 

Soon we turned into a steep and rooky gorge which led 
up till it debguohed high up on the side of the main Shigar 
valley which lay stretohed out before ize Shigar itself is 
& long straggling patch of cultivated lan@ and fruit trees 
extending over several miles in length. On each side of the 
valley tower great snow summits which overpower the vall«, 30 
mudh that it seems quite narrow tho’ in reality quite 3 miles 
wide in most placese 

Here we laid in stores of flour to the extent of some 
12 maunds (960 1b) for the use of our ccoolies on the glacier, 
as we were uncertain how much we could get eareey UP. We 
also bought some dried apricota, a those from this valley are 
far peas they stone the fruits, dry them in the sun, and 
roll several together into a ball. The next day from Shigar 
was a very pleasant march as the track le@ the whole time | 
through groves of mulberry and apricot trees with stretches of 
park-like land on each side. At Alchori we met the Wasir of 
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the place - a fine well set-up young Han who wis destined to 
remain a iong time with us and be nee useful to us too. From 
Alchori to the place where the Shigur river taxes its ee 
from the junction of the Bralduh and Basha torrents vas tedious 
marching over stony and bare ground, but fording the rivers 
gave us some amusenent. The river forks out into several 
branches in the broad valley floor and so we had some six fords 
to cress. Some were narrow and shallow, others broad and 
dseps but all ice-cold and rapidly eveeiee: At one ford at a 
¥ junction of 8 streams I missed the traok and found myself in 
Sas dates, To get out I was cbliged to go to the wrong side. 
On the return journey my horse wae swept right off his feet 

tut pluckily swen ashore further down. At the same place one 
of our servants vas seevied off his legs and rolled over, but 
was fortmately washed ashore on the right side without mishap. 
At another place Bekenstein’s horse cane over and Kokenstein 


dismounted ratner hastily right into the deepsst place. The 
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Doctor's fording costume was very offective, shirt, bathing 
drawers, rope-shoes, a bi: straw hat with a black veil and a 
green and white parasol?!’ -_ cocolies went very wells steack- 
ing one another through the despest places by taking hands. 

After the fording was over we turned into the Bralduh 
valley passiag on our way vast debris which must at one time 
have been a terminal moraine of the Baltoro glacier. The 
mountain soonery hereaboute is very imposing. The atriking 
feature ia the extraordinary stecpness of the rock-walls ane 
aretes when compared to Swiss oness this adde a grandeur quite 
epart from the sise of the mountains. 

At our stopping place just in the Bralduh valley the 
Doctor operated on a dropsiocal mans the man was carried to us 
and walked away on his own Legs. To the natives the thing was 
inoredible: without doubt it appeared a miracle to them 

All the way up the valiey the track keeps rising and 
falling, often many thousands of feet, on account of the very 


precipitous sides whioh frequentiy rise straight from the 


torrent beneath. 

Az we proceeded uj; the valley the regetation between 
villages became very scarce. Indeed excepting a quant ity of 
Artemisia (absinthe sorub) there was nothing but a little wild 
asparagus and here and there some wild rhubarbs this latter the 
natives ohew on the maroh.e Betwsen Disso and Ghombore the 
track ascends to a sol some 1500 ft above the river bed te 
avoid a big buttress of rook. It was here that I saw for the 
first time that mighty bird the Lammergeyer. The partioular 
one I saw was not I believes at all an exceptionally large 
specimen, dut aven he had a spread of wings of 15 to 18 feet 
and &8 he cane over me quite close, he looked colossal. The 
opposite slope of the valley at this point is composed of a 
wall of rock of a bright bluish suiece seamed with waterfalls 
which join the bralduh below in tremendous leaps. 

It is curious to notice the very different customs 
which prevail with regard to netive vomnankind a$ successive 
villages along a valley. For, while at one no women will be | 
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seen at all, at the next they will crowd round one’s encamp- 
ment with the male villagers and evince much interest in one's 
doings. [I suppose we must have reprosented something even 
mors strange than is a oircus procession to the average child. 
They are ef course all Mahormedans. 

We knew that we had 2 nulliahs (vallevs) dow which 
flowed mud avalanches to orogs on the day’s march above Ghone 
bore, so started early as they are likely to be less active 
early in the day. The first one was about ten yards wide. 
fhe sides were very stopp (75° = 80°) and at the bottom through 
the débris of an old mud avalanche flowed a black strean. 
Crowley cut a way down the slopes and up the other side with 
an ice-axe anc as there were no avalanches flowing at the tine 
of Seeseahe there was no difficulty. fhe second was a much 
larger ones some thirty yards wide with a@ thiek fan of mud 
spreading out into the river. Luckily this was also quiescent 
at this time and the village people had built a causeway of 
stones for us to cross the soft mud on. Shortly after the 
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second mid nullah the track crosses to the left bank of the 
Braléuh - whiohn te throuzh all its course a series of tre- 
mendous boiling rapids - by means of a rope bridge some seventy 
yards long anc slung high above the rivere 

These bridges are made of 4 bundle of ropes of 
plaited birch twice about eight inches wide on which one walka, 
wiile two similar ropes are provided to hold on to with ones 
nands. The three main ropes are connected at intervals by 
thin side ropes and at two or three places are put pieoes of 
wood from hand-rore to hand-rope to preserve the V arrangement 
of the structure and prevent the hand-ropes coming in and pinch- 
ing on6. the bridge hangs, of course, in a catenary curve 
which modifies as one goes along tte one’s movement too gives 
rise to a series of oscillations which are perhaps the only 
unpleasant part of what after all is not mich of an undertaking. 
Occasionally however with a strong side-wind blowing, or on an 
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old bridge with the pieces of wood missing, crossing is not 


quite so easy. 

The next day we crossed the steam again by a similar 
vridge, the detour of the track being si-ply to avoid a high 
rook pari (wall). S:on after getting on to the: right bank 
again, we came to a hot sulphur spring, shich had also carbonate 
of lime in solution. The hot spring was in a oup of pure 
white limestone about 12 yards across and waist-deep wit). 2 or 
S streams of sulphuratted hydrogen bubbling through it. The 
overflow of the basin had left terrace on terrace of beautiful 
flowerlike and tendril shaped deposits rizht down the hillside. 
Some of us stopped here and had a good bath, for we had not 
had an epportunity to bathe if anything but ice-water since 
ieaving Srinagar. | 

An hour from the spring brought us to Askcle - the 
last village in the Bralduh valley. It is a very sorlds ‘ond 
of a place, for North, South and Bast are the big mountains 
and the ios and West the valley we had ascended. It seems 
extraordinary to see heavy corn cca frowing at this altitude 
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(16,300 ft) but there are no fruit trees. 

Here we pitohed a big camp intending to stop for a few 
days and get everything ship shape before preeseding to our real 
vork of getting up the Baltoro glacier to the foot of the peak. 

HWext morning we held a durbar with the old natives 
and dy means of rich translation from English to Hindustani and 
Hindustani to Balti elicited the sigsemation du the glacier 
Seeat was 4 days march from Askele and that the last place 
where jatuich wood was obtainable was at Bardumal, the third 
sae (stage). The natives name these places, tho‘ there are 
ne huts theres; they are used - Bsiummer to aaative flocks of 
sheep and coats. 

| §0 we arranged to send off 60 cooliss under one of 
our shikaris to take the first instalment of loads to Bardumal 
and to take the rest up with us. fhe day before they were to 
start, however, they came to us with a petition to be allowed 


to delay for one day owing to a Mahommedan festivals this we 


of course nermitted, as so very much depends on not ruffling 
the coolies’ feelings; especially their religious ones. 

Pfannl and Wessely were continually olimbing about 
neightouring small Hoek peaks and one day crossed the river by 
the Askole rope-bridge and ascended the slopes across the 
valley. They returned almost too full of news to speak. 

They had seen K@ in the distance - *guch a big fellow*® said 
Pfannl ethat the others scarcely reach his waist*s and with 
fine enthusiasm explained to us that the W ridge was quite do- 
able and had but ons difficulty, a Bergschrund high up on the 
mountaine Meanwhile we had much to occupy us in camps instru= 
ments to adjust, altitude tables to work out and packing to do. 
All duplicates we intended to leave at the glacier foot, taking 
with us only necessaries and plenty of food. 

A curious epidemic ran through our men while we were 
halted at Askole which very closely resembled influenza. JI 
suppose we mist have brought it up with us from Srinagar. It 


soon appeared to have ran its course but reorudesced later on 
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in uncomfortable ciroumnstances when we were on the glacier. 

There are a great quantity of a species of blue roek 
pigeons that live in the rock-fasces near the village, which 
afforded us some sport in the mornings and evenings and gave 
us @ change in our mem from the eternal mutton and chicken. 
We had a rather unyleasant incident with our 3 down-country 
servants: the head-man came to us with 5 lbs of sugar which he 
said was all that remained of our store. We had bought 80 1b 
at Skardu, so that it was clear that much of it must have been 
stolen. We decided however sist to fine them the value of the 
sugar, as that would have led to their making up the amount of 
the fine in other ways, but to note a full account of the matter 
and defer their punishment till we got back to Srinagar. This 
had the double advantage of giving them a chance of discounting 
their thefts bv really good behaviour and also of bringing 6 
written document into the tisiness - and a written thing is 
every native’a terror. 

The Baltis have remembered and tell one a lot about 
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Conway's expedition to these parts 10 years ago. One man show 
ed us the frost bites he had got on his hand on that occasion. 
Indeed the coolies seem, by their accounts, to have suffercd 
rather severely from oold and insufficient food arrangements: 
one or two died and many were badly frostbitten. Zt is not 
surprising therefore to find that the natives did not form a 
favourable inpression of Conway at all. 

We had 14 men whom we had ensaged for a month with 
us at Askole to make the ascent of the glaciers they were the 
pick of ail the coolies we had employed from Skardu and were, 
to a man, keon to come with us. The rest of the necessary 
porterage we made up from Askole men. pesides these we had 
two shikaris and 12 nauka-coolies i.¢. men who carried a load 
on a march and were servants in camp, helping in the cooking, 
Cleaning and cutting woods they had been engaged in Srinagar 
for the whole journey. Before we left we gave these month 
men and our naukas a small feast consisting of 2 sheep and some 
tea. They made a regular tamasha of it and the rest of the 
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village joined in and sang far on inte the night. 

As to the number of coolies obtainable in Askole, no 
one had any idea at all; for the simple reason that they could 
not count so farg so we adopted the sinple plan of telling 
them all to come and counting ourselves. The whole caravan 
when it did get started amounted to the large total of 230. 
Once away from Askole there are no more villages and conse- 
quently no foods so we had to face the problem of feeding ali 
these men as long as they were in our employ. Their normal 
food is 1 seer (2 ib) of flour a day. The flour is ground 
from barley, wheat and oats mixed and they cook it into round 
loaves which they usually eat partly at midday and partly in 
the evening. They rarely eat meat. In addition to the flour 
we haé bought at Shigar, we got large amounts at Askole ——, 
stores from all the valley had been collected against our 
arrival. Besides flour we took a quantity of ghi (melted and 
Clarified butter), and a herd of 13 sheep and 15 milk-zoats. 

So on Thursday June 15th we started for the glacier. 
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All the officials from neighbouring villages had come to be 
paid for their flour and one of the proved to be an old friend 
of Bokenstein‘s whom he had known when he was out with Conway 
10 years ago. Two hours walking along the bare valley brings 
one to the snout of the Biafe glacier. Crossing this we got 
our first experience of the interminable moraines we were to 
meet on the Baltorosa for the long glaciers of the Hindu Kush 
are mostly at a gentle angle and covered for the greater part 
of their length with moraine which affords the worst of walking. 
fhe sheep and goats however proved trained mountaineers for 
they went splendidly. The glacier once past an hour along the 
valley floor brings one to the first stage Koroptrons the 
position of which is marked by a colossal boulder round and 
under which we pitched our camp. 

Prom here the ordinary route runs nome miles up the 
side valley of Purmah till a rope-bridge is reached by which 
to cross Punmah torrent (vide map); now it occurred to us that 
as it was still early in the season the torrent might be ford- 
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able and that thus we might save a long detour. Gn suggesting 
this to the coolies they very sensibly proposed sending on four 
of their number to the fording-place the same evening to meet 
us as we started the next morning and report. Next morning 
they returned to say that it would go, as at day-break the 
water was scarcely more than knee-deep. When we got there, 
after an hours walk ovor a goo@ish traek with here and there 
@ rook scramble in it, the water came about half-way up one's 
thighs it was of course ice-cold and swift but did not pre-e 
sent muoh difficulty. 

The sheep and goats were carried over on coolies 
backs - a comical sight. When half of them were oer the 
other half started bleating, so the first half made a dash to 
rejoin them. Luokily they were headed before they got to the 
deep arm of the river or they must have infallibly ieee aniiied 
AWAY. From the ford to our halting place was a tedious march 
along the ieee sometimes on the alluvial oliffs aoe: 
sometimes on the river bed of loose stones and sand, sometimes 


on shifting slopes - all bad walking. Eventually we reached 
Bardumal, a nane given to a large overhanging roek close to a 
good epring of water. Here we found the luggage we had sent 
on stored. Now however some of our men Sane to tell us that 
@ long march further on there was a good supply of wood quite 
near to the glacier end, so we resolved to move lock, stock and 
barrei on in order to have our reserve base as close to the 
mountain as possible. 

Their report proved to be quite true and the next 
afternoon saw us installed at Paiyu within 40 minutes of the 
glacier end in a wellesheltered place. There were several 
willows under which we pitched our ame and right up the ae 
side grew a little jungle of woody bushes - chiefly Preunithe - 
enough wood to last us for months. | On the way in the morning 
we got our first view of the Baltore and some of the peaks on 
its the finest and highest which we could see appeared to be 
the Mustagh Tower which by a rough eleration I took on a clino- 
meter was about wade fte There is a lot of game in these 
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partes I saw the slot marks of ibex on the valley sand and we 
see many herds of them on the hillside. Pfannl got within a 
hundred vards of three sharpu. 

We had a long talk in the evening to our natives and 
incidentally discovered the name which the natives call K2 
namely Chogoe-Ri. It means *the Giant Hountain’ and I think 
the name should be retained, as a native name is always far 
nore desirable than one cxlled after some surveyor or expierer. 

The next day we had to take rather a serious step - 
discharge our three sefvants aaa send them back. Not content 
with stealing our sugar before Askole they had refused to he 
warned and had continued to take cocca and tea and finally toid 
us that two of our fowls had ‘died’ on the roads no doubt they 
did, They had also given trouble by attempting to cheat and 
rob the inhabitants we dealt with. As it was obvious they 
were untrustworthy to leave behind in a base-camp such a this, 
we formed a solerm court of justice, enuneratod their crimes, | 
paid them up to date and told trem to ie gone homewards, send= 
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ing before them a letter to the Tahsildar of Skardu and the 
Lumbadar of Askole to prevent them causing trouble en route. 
There was quite a touch of humour in the proceeding when the 
second man tried to extract one rupee from a little Balti boy 
who we had engaged to help in the cooking: department for an 
old coat which he haé given hin. Crovlev told the boy te 
return the coat and then told the man to fav's he coat he wore 
(which was ours, as we had given all our servants warm clothes 

for the journey) and give it to the bey. This picce of orien- 
tal justice appealed to everyone - especially the Kalti.}_ 

Before eres the Glacier I should like to ex= 
plain the organization which we desided upon in order t: cet 
such a large body of men up such a long way from food without 
in any way starving them and with a view to making their night 
quarters as oomfortable as possible. 

It was obvious that we could not cet 200 coolies up 


in one batch, as (1) if the food ran short there would be no 


means of getting more (2) many cf the side valleys where we 
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found shelter at night would give good accomodation for 60 but 
not for 200. So we decided to break the expedition up into 
three parties. Firstly Crowley with one of the shikaris and 
32 coolies to find a way and settle on a point for the highest 
camp.  Gecondly Pfann] and Wessely with some 60 coolies. 
Thirdly Dr.Guillarmodg and myself with another lot of coolies. 
Bekenstein was meanwhile to stay below at the base camp with a 
certain number of picked men. Bach party took with them food 
for eight or nine days and as this got eaten, so did the food 
carrying coolies becceme free. These were then sent back to 
the bee with notes to Eckenstein, telling him our position, 
track, and the amount of food that each party had. He kept a 
constant record of the anount of food each party had, and how 
many men remained in each party. Wheh necessary he despatohed 
~ (pest? 
a of picked men carrying light loads (30 lb) of fleur to 
catch up any party which he knew required food. The men who 
had returned empty to him he either employed to go down to 
Askole and bring up more food or else paid off altogether. On 
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one acoasion the chain of organization very nearly broke 
through the Askole lumbadars failing to despatch promised food 
to Kokenstein. This left him with a lot of men in his camp 
and only two days supply for them and none to send on up the 
glacier. He had to resort to energetic measures and send down 
picked men to do forced marches. These, with the creat wile 
lingness which formed such a characteristic of the Balti natives 
we net did five marches in one day and saved the situation, 
Otherwise I think I may say that the systam worked perfectly 
and that everyman had his full allowance of food every day. 
Further we made the coolies build wall shelters of stones at 
ever.’ inde where the rock was not sufficient protection with 


the result that ee did not have a single case of frost- 


pite during the whole time - or indeed any illness or accident. 
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Chapter fii. 


Ascent of Baltoro Glacier. 


Crowley started with his party from our base at 
Paiyu on June 9th and the two Austrians on the 10th so that 
when DreGuillarmod and I went off early on the llth we already 
had received reports of the way for two stages ahead. We sat 
off early with a total oararan of 58 after many salaams nnd 
handshakes from those remaining below. 

After forty minutes along the valley we got to the 
glacier which was everywhere moraine covered and ascending a 
steep scree shoot found ourselves on the glacier at eight 
o®clock. The soing was not at all bad as the moraine was 
tightly packed aoa thick and so afforded firm footing. Our 
way lay obliquely across to the true left bank. Once on the 


glacier it began to rain and later to sleet and snow tho’ we 
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The surface of the glacier as far as eye can reach is 
like a ceries of waves thrown up by a boiling rapid - the screste 
atand often 300 feet ahove the troughs anc the moraine oorers 
it all - no ice to be seen. The mountains which were yestore 
day hidden now were clear - great eteep walls cf rook, seamed 
with chimners and caves, with scastellated - often pillar= 
shapod summits. We soon followed anc caught up the coolies, 
continuing in the ravine. between andiae and mountain side till 
we ‘aun to the junotion of the first sideeglacier with the main 

| LS 
ONGe At thie point a little lake was Formed which foreed cut 
on to the glacier to get round it, cutting a few steps in the 
ice for the following ocoolies. A little further was our stace 
Khobutsé - a fine sheltered place for the coolies, but with 
Little or no fuel. In the afternoen the first dak of food for 
Crowley arrived having done two stages to-day. Bekenstein was 


thoughtful enough to send up some fresh meat for us as well. 


AS we go along I keep asking tho natives names of 
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the valleys, peaks, etc. Trose thet they all a::rea about 
are at rariance with the names Conway givee ir his map, and 
indeed the sore I see of the country the less I think of this 
map which is intended to represent it. The inacouracies are 
greats far greater indwed than those in the Indian Survey 
map which it aspirea to inprove upon. A boiling point deter« 
eaicn gave 13,800 ft. Pfannl*s report came so late that I 
kept the messenger and save him food for the night, sendins 
him on the next daye 

June i3th. The Doctor and I were ready at 6.40 but 
as it wa, a sharp morning the cooliss wae not unnaturally 
reluctant to leave their fires and so it was after T before 
we cot szcinge We soon sot to another side glacier joining 
tre main one - & pleasant change for it was clean ice without 
morain®e A little further on we got our first view of the 
giante - Gusherbrum 26,000 ft towering up majestically at the 


end of the glacier. Its neighbour Broad Peak was also visible 
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but the icng ridge of the latter is not so impressive at & 
distance as the cone-shaped Guskerbrmm with ite maze of aretes 
running down from ths summit. Aftor crossing a shoot full of 
ice and snow avalanche debris we got te the stage salled 
Etokass. Zt is a large stretch of hillside covered with 
luxuriant grass with much good ocrushwood growing everywhere 
and a good stream flowins down from the snow above. This 
being she last place at which se knew there was a sufficiency 
of fuel, my firat oare on arrival was to see that the food dak 
ps caeiay which had accompanied me so far to-day converted 
all ite etna of flour into baked loavas. This they did 
quickly and resumed their march in the afternoon hoping to 
cateh Cr@wley to-morrow. Then I issued rations to ny own men 
for eight days telling them also to bake it here. The height 
of the placs sorked out at about 15,900 ft. I found a fine 
nair of fibex horns here, belon:ing no dowht to some idaitewe 
animal which had fallen from the recks above. The nessages 
from the others did not arrive till lates Crowley is uncertain 
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of his position, as Conway's map does not agree with whas he 
has passed, and gave that the shelter is bad and fuel nil at 
the next two camps. 

June 14th, There was a sharp snow storn as wo 
started this morning and durin:; the whole day it never was 
really clear, the® we did not cut very much wet on the marche 
We now left the south bank of the alacier and traversea it in 
a north-easterly direction to the right bank. The going was 
very bad as the glacier preserves its charaster of a solidified 
sround=swell and the moraine coverin; seens to be freely movee 
able in ever: direction etna walks on it. Here and there 
one comes across 4 streak of clean ice which is undoubtedly a 
bit of a side glacier which has become incorporated. The 
Hloctor has a verv pretty method of differentiating between the 
ice ehiok wsienas to the sete whasier and that which comes from 
®% short, side one. It appoars that ali slacier ice is granu- 
lated and that ths further ice has traveled the bigger are 
the granules. So one hucks off a piece of ioe, puts it in the 
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sun to melt the water out of the interstices and then daubes on 

a little aniline colouring. At the end of the HRaltore the 
granules were some two inches in dianeter, whereas the side 
glaciers rarely show anything bigger than an eigth of an inch. 
Everywhere on our track (which we marked with barge stone-men) 
were ice~-lakes, down the steep ice-walle of which thero was a 
frequent canncnade of falling biccks. Two of these lakes had 
been drained by some fissure and had left beautiful ice-grottoes 
one neariy 100 ft high ~ supported by grand stalactitic pillars 
of ices their walls letked, in the occasional glimpses of sun 
we got, like a great mosaic of peridots and aquamarines. The 
stopping place was a bare stretch of sand between the lateral 
moraine and a steep rock wall iving just east of the phale cla- 
cier up which lies the way te Younghusband'‘s Bfustach pass to 
Yarkand. AB soon as the coolies arrived they rushed off in 
search of wood. Nothing less likely than a stick on this rocky 
face, yet somehow they acoumulated two loads. I wrote my 
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message for Koxenstein and was just about sending it off when 
a& man Was se6en approaching. He turned out to be the rivet 
post-dak wallah carrying up our mailes we had arranged e sere 
vie@ all the way from the last post-town Skardu. Bokenstein 
had oertainly picked a magnificent goer, for the man Hasi had 
left Paiyu the same morning at 5 ofelock. By mails were dated 
*London May 9th®*s so that mide 36 days for the journey from 
London to halfeway up the Baltoro glacier, which must be a good 
record. I sent the mail for the others on br another messene 
ger and tne original dak-wallah returned with one of my food 
Goolies whose load had been eaten. We then literally devoured 
our letters which were, I sannot say, how welcome. 

With the mail came news from Eokensteins he axpects 
another consignment of flour from Askole and will then move up 
the base to Rdokass which is eminently suitable for it. In 
the evening it cleared up a b’t and we got a glimpeo of the 
whole nass of Masherbrum 25,000 ft high of hich quite 12,000 
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ft are visible - a wonderfi.l maze of hanzing glacier and rock 
ridge with a snow capped rocky sumit. 

June 15th. Toeday’s stage to Gherée {14,681 ft) was 
partly very good walking alon~ @ sandy valley between moraine 
and niiiside until we were forced out on to the clacier again. 
The coolies go wonderfully on this Kind of focting and do not 
seem in the least inconvenienced by a load of 50 lbss they wear 
a form of rootgear known as “pabu’s® whioh ts simly a long 
boot made of suse *s skin with the wool side tured invards. 
&s often as not however if the stones are warm they co baree 
foote in the afternoon we had a sharm siest storm after 
which the clouds lifte& and se had once more an uninterrupted 
view of Kasherbrm. Later on ¥ had most unmistakeable symp- 
toms of *flue*® coming. on and retired to my sleeping bag hoping 
to be well enough to go on the next day as a dav’s delay of 
any party would have very much cisorganized our arrangements. 

June Leth. I felt much better this morning, 80, as 


it was a beautiful clear day 6 got o:f as usual at 7 o‘clock. 
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I intended to go slowly to-day so asked Dr.Guillarmod not to 
wait for me. He unluokily, instead of immediately going out 
on to the main glacier followed along the hillside and some 
ten coolies followed him. When I became aware of this from 
their shouts I had to go acrose and bring them back to the 
better wiy3 a proceeding which involved about a score of steps 
being cut in the ice. This small amount of work undermined 
my reserve forces and I began to Eo slower and worse. In 
fact to cut a long story short, it took me :nore than seven 
hours to finish the stags to Biange.e 

From this I can lay down a sound rule for the use of 
fanilies - and others «3 don’t try a long glacier parao on your 
second day of *flue* <~ it*s a bad came, sven played slewly. 
All day long we had magnificent views of Masherbrum and Gush- 
erbrum: the latter is a ponderous pyremid of rook with the top 
cut flat, powdered all over ite vestern face with snow se much 
that onlv a rib or two of naxed rock shows « it ia the imper- 
sonation of stolidness and dignity. Passing the Younghusband 
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glacier we had a fine view of the Mustagh Towers Conway's 
@cecription of it is a goo4 ones "Away to the left .... rose an 
“astonishiny tower. Its base vas buried in clouds and a cloude 
“banner waved on one side of it, but the hulk was clear, and 
*the right-hand outline was a vertical cliff. We afterwards 
"discovered that it was equally verhion! on the other side. 
"This peak eesse is cas ef the most extraordinary mountains for 
*form we anywhere boheld.*® But I cannot but think that Cone 
way is mistaken in cowparing it as a rival in height to K2, 

It seems nearer 25,000 ft than 26,000 ft. 

deceotean Crowley in front is that he is on the 

Godwin-Austen glacier within a day of t:e base of EK? and is 
looking around for a suitable spot for ain caape My food 
question is getting a little urgent as the coolies stock is 
rather low and thev do not seem inclined to co on without some 
reserve. Horever I explained to them thro’ their headman, who 


is an excellent fellow and talks Hindustani pretty well, that 


the Sahib behind will send us up some nore before all is eaten 
and at the same tine despatched a note to Eckenstein asking 
for more and that juickly. He shoulec have arrived bag and 
baggage at Rdokass ty now. Thea heicht of this camp is 15,176 
fte 

gune 17th. An excellent night left me once more fit 
ashine Just before losving came a Aatiecweeiie doen from 
Pfann! and Wessely - thes found him no uss to them in comme 
nicatiig: with the coolieBe This dic not surprise me for, as 
the nauka explained to ne very velubly, he ocul¢ not guess 
their orders and ther could not talk Hindustani. To-Ray*s 
march was a short one and not so bad scing as some to Doksam 
wich 4s yery noar the function-point of the Gedwin-Austen 
and Baltoro glaciers. On the war we passed a wonderful hill- 
side meadow carpeted with thick grass and # eet of purple 
prima with a strong sosnt reninding one of a carnation and a 
BLOCK. Also eyon at this heizht there are quite a niunaber of 
birds - big ravens and an animal rather snaller than a thrush 
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who has a peculiar song - like a man runniug his finger up the 
EB string of a violin and + idigiine on the EB againe The 

chief new summit which became visible to-day is the not unaptly 
named Mitres it is so to speak the Matterhorn of the district. 
Not very high (21,000 it to 22,000 ft) but cost wonderfully 
shapedsa looked at in full face it presents a nitre-shaped 
wall of rock of great steepness, while in profile it is sees 
bo be made of a wedge so thin that it gives one an impression 
of instability and at every gust of wind one unconssiously 
eapects it to tappie Over. Our canp bowday is ~iaced between 
a neeing Giaster which keeps volleying stones on to its white 
marble moraine: and an ice-lake bordered by the high ice walls 
of the EBaltoro, ‘ Crowley's news came at 6.303 he is under the 
rocks of K® and intends pushing on to-ricrrow to make a oamp on 
"the pass"® on the eastern ridge of K*. Z sent down another 
messenger this evening to okenstein about m coolies food 
supply which begins to disquiet m6. At the same time I tell 
them that Zz an sure the food will arrive long before their's 
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is gon@e 


June 18th. To-day*s march bein:; a long one and 





containing much snow we intended an early start. Just as we 
were off at 6 o*clock two men appeared from down glaciers they 
were the advanoe guard of a food dak for me which Eckenstein 
had sent up ~ timed to a nicety. It was a great relief. At 
the same time arrived our friend Hazi the record-breakersa he 
came with notes from EBokenstein and had started fran Paivu on 
June eee 4 am. apparently without stopping - a wonderful 
performance. We spent a <cood deal of tine in rearranging the 
loads, for I sent as many men of the food dak baok to Ecokene 
atein as possible giving, my own men a little more each to carry. 
This they did not object to, seeing that it was food. Finally 
we got off, going, at the beginning, for a short way due south 
across the glacier over a moraine of white marble. This only 
took us some ten minutes, but whon Eckenstein crossed it later 
took more than an hour, as it was then covered with snow so 
that it was impossible to tell where a firm footing could be 
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obtaineds he had to try every step with the roint of an axe 
pefore proceeding. 

Then we turned eastward and scon roached an excellent 
moraine which was really the medial one of the Godwin-Austen 
glacier which flows down due south from K, and sweeps round a 
right angle to join the Baltoro. his moraine we followed all 
day, oventuall: camping fust west of it under the shelter of 
the mountains on its right bank. We had now got to snow, 
and even tho* our late start had made us find it soft, it ois 
& great relief cominy; as it did after seven days of morains 
erottinn: the excitement of to-day was the Puree viow of K, 
As we got round the corner of rock which bounds the Godwin- 
Austen glacier on the west, 80 gradually did the monster Chogo- 
Ri appear, until when we got out to the junction, he was fully 
revealed. 

Its sise rather overwhelmed one at first and it took 
me sometime before I geaia begin to take in its details. The 
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mountain is a fairly syrmetrical pyramid with a very slightly 
flattened surmit, ridges descendin;: east and west. The south- 
ern face is an inextricable maze of rook with no well-defined 
ridges but rather a series of broken aretes beginning and end- 
ing nowhere. On the higher parts snow is lodged wherever it 
is not too steeps down below are a seriss of hanging glaciers 
which blend off into the Godwin-Austen. The western ridge does 
not look promising as it is bare rook all the way and tho’ not 
very steep tacen altogether, yet contains many steep pitches. 
The exstern arete was cot wholly clear to-day and we could not 
judge much of its climbing difficulties. 

Wher. we could spare a moment from our ocntemplation 
of the obiect of our desires = Chogo-Ri - and turn to the rest 
of the panorama which was unfolded, we saw a colle :tion of 
giants to which I suppos@ it would be haré to find equals. 

The vista of the Baltoro sia opened up, getting more and more 
free from moraine till it terminated 4n Conway*s Golden Throne 


(another good name by the way). The mountain is entirely of 
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snow and ice with no vastige of rock appearing. Along one 
side there is a fine ice-fall, but excepting these serace 
there is not a hard lines all soft curves and slopes. It 
reminded one very muoh of Honte Rosa with all the aretes filed 
rounde 

A little further east, the top of Hidden Peak peered 
over its lesser neighbours, but tho® the mountain is the second 
highest in the neighbourhood (26,400 ft} its outline 4s net 
particularly characteristic. Wast again were Gusherbrms and 
Broad Peak towering right over our heads with the eisisece 
freeh snow on their rocks. Westwards a long view down the 
glacier we had ascended, with the thin wedge of Mitre in the 
foreground and two un-named tsin peaks just behind. 

Our camp was an unsheltered one and was the first at 
which we had to pitch the tent actually on the ices the coolies 
puflt good stone-walls ae thenselves against the rock and vere 
quite snug. Height 16, #0 fte 

I had news from Crosley that he has pitched the main- 
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camp and sent his coolies down. Pfannl and Wessely will reach 
him toemorrows they thought I was shorter of food than actually 
the case and oonsiderately left a large bag of baked flour for 


mr men her@e 





June isth. Last night was our coldest so far -10°C 
(16°F) and it was not far above the minienm when we started 
this morninge We thought of going two marches to-day to 
rejoin the others at the big camp but there was some slight 
iliness amon; our coolies so that delays ensued and by the time 
we had finished the first march the snow had a_ready become 
very soft. So 1 decided that the caravan should halt and go 
on the next day. On the way we had for a short time an un- 
clouded view of x, The eastern aretse looke far ~ore inviting 
than the westerns it is less steep, less rocky and seems to 
have snow-slopes behind it, as indeed we had expected from the 
distant photographs we had seen before we started. On the 
way to-day the Bride Peak rose on our sousners Ronsecny a 
long snow and ice ridge 25,000 ft high and resembling rather @ 
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magnificod Lyskany,. The way to-day was more interesting than 
it has been. The main Cireotion was due north towards the 
Peak of Choge-Ri with here and there a detour to avoid an ice= 
fall and one crossing through some easy seracs which descended 
from the eastern branch of the Goduin-austen glacier. The 
coolies show no dislixe to ise and are perfectly willing to 
go unroped among crevasses or seracs provided one of us leads 
thems some of ther were, as I before mentioned, slightly i111 
to-day, their illness takins tre form of a bad headache. ine 
cannot tell whether this is real mountain sickness from alti- 
tude (the height of our Camp IX was 17,382 ft} or whether it is 
due to their food. For they are accustomed to eat the un- 
leavened bread fresh anc what they now have is six days old. 
fo-day's camp was under one of the rock-ribs that 
descené from the southern face of Chego-Ri anc afforded with a 
little assistance excellent shelter for the coolies. Soon 
after our arrival came a band of coolies from Pfannl and 
Wessely; they have been sent dow after leaving the luggage 
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at the nain Cacp X where half our party is now assembled. 

Later I gave out to the headman fo0d for the homeward 
journey of my meng they will leave it here and pick it up on 
the return to-morrow after leaving us aloft. 

June 20th. Our men wanted to do at least two stages 
on their homeward may to-day, so we got off at 5.40. After 
traversing a fairly level snowfield, se crossed some seracs 
and finally ascended a very crevassed sncw and ice slope to 
the flat col on which the camp wae placed. Secon after starte- 
ing it had bejnin to snow and continued to do so pretty con= 
tinuously during the maroh. The coolics were irmediately — 
sent back and we tricd somewhat unsuccessfully be it said - to 
make ourselves comfortable. The tent had been put up hastily 
and face’ the wrong way, so the wind drove fine snow in ar8hS7 
where which soon made our welises wet and cold. Heals, too, 
were not easy to get as the cooking things were in Crowley's 


tent and crossing there meant getting wet. Rrentyally howe 


\ 
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ever we cot fairly snug before turning in for the nighte The 
other three had a good journey up here and are in the best of 


hvalith. 
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Chapter Iv. 


SD oe OD oF £84 OO @ ow & OOD 


Campa IX & X- 


(28,500 & 20,000 feat). 


June 2isat. Last night we had a minimum of -15*C 
{5°F) and this morning things were not much improved. It was 
Still snowing hard and clouded to below our level, so tere 
was not ruc: to be done but to keep as warm as possibie in 
one’s sleeping bag and sally forth for food in the lulls of 
the storm. Large avalanches thundered down all day. aA 
messenger braved the elements and arrived at the camps he 
brought a note,from Eckenstein which gave us little news save 
that one message down had gone astray. 

June 22nd, This morning there was a gleam of 
sunshine, in which we all promptly tried to dry our wet things. 
fhe weather did not, however, let us do muchy as it soon 
Clouded over. It did not, however, start snowing before we 
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got up another tent as a cooking tent in a place adjacent 
to our two pools. These are holes we have made in the ioe 
and lined with vise: 66 that we get a ee water when the 
sun is shining without having to melt ali of it from snow. 
To-day, I'm sorry tc say, I relapsed into another attack of 
the flue, or something Olosely resembling it, and retired to 
my sleeping bag, to remain there the rest of the night and day. 
June 25rd. At last a fine day ve norning, which 
cheered everyone up a lot after all this cold and wet. Last 
night was. again oold { -15°C.), but there was a good sun early, 
and we had our things out to dry in it. Another message from 
Bckenstein from Réokass, he hopes to start up here to-day, and 
I expect he will take three days over the Journey, as he is 
going by forced marches. I am a good deal better to-day, but 
by no Beane brilliant. Crowley maintains this has nothing to 
do with the Svisea atmospheric pressure (which at this heicht, 


18,600 ft, 16 about 15°5 inches of mercury}. This, I have no 


doubt is true, as a good dose of flue, under these conditions 
of heat and cold, is erough to make an ordinary person pant «4 
bit after a exertion. But all the others {except Crowley) 
gay that they can distinotly feel a aiftioulty in breathing, 
which retards their pace conside-ably in walking, and makes 
them pant very hard if they make any exert teie 

June 24th. Last night, just as we had turned in, 
@® violent wind sprang up (apparently from the N.E.} and@ kept 
going all night. We had not fixed up our tent particularly 
tight, as snow looked possibie, and in that case one has to 
have the ropes loese. Result, the tents flapped about and 
made @ fiendish noise which made sleep rather impossible. The 
weather was pretty well unchanged this morning, the strong wind 
whisking the snow everyshere. To-day there is a much gene 
eral cloudiness to let the sun through, but when it legace 
clearly like vesterday one gets ouriovs temperature effects, 


@eGe, We were eating our dinner at about 6.50 pem outside, . 
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with the thernometer in the sun at 39°C. (102°7} when the sun 
éropped behind a ridge of x2, and it was promptly -2°, and 
-5° before we could get into bed. During the night it was 


-14°O. i have not yet tried to describe the conformation of 
this piece of nountain chain, of which the glaciers take the 
form of a 7, the main stem being the Godwen-Austen glacier 
running nearly due north and south (the southern extremity 
ending in the Baltoro}. At the north of tre stem Foun the 
two side glaciers, both rather steep and crevassed, and both 
going a bit HB. of EB. ad W. ‘The whole space north of these 
glaciers is filled by the masse of K*, We are on the true left 
hand (eastern glacier), high abowe its junction with the Godsen- 
Austen down below. Just opposite to us is a rind of pseudo 
arete of K* - it does not continue to the summit, but runs E.S.3 
here from the point where it branches off from the true N.s. 


arete, which extends right along the valley. It shows us an 


ioe-slope of nearly 6,000 feet before it becomes interspersed 


% 
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with rocks, and finally forme a ridge, from which depends a 
hanging glacier. Further up our valley the glacier rises and 
is much crevassed. The end of the valley is rounded in by the 
Nee. arete of x", joining the mountains which run along the 
eoutr of the valley ~- making a high pass. On each wide of us, 
and high abowe, are fantastie glaciers hanging in orags of 10¢; 
but the valley is broad fabout one-and-a-half milos here), 60 
the frequent srow and ice avalanches are all far from us - 
our tents beins er on the ice in the middle of the glacier. 
This evening ehe wind went down, and trings looked a bit clearer 
promising for to-morrow, shen we hope to see Fokenstein again. 
June 25th, Practically no improvement all day - 
snowing persistently - clouds Seba iounliy rising a few hune 
dred feet above us, but cenera ly well domme. In the evening a 
gleam of sunshine before turring in, juct to accentuate the 
frost. Not unnaturally, no sig: of Bckerstein to-day. 


Spent the whole day (when not sleeping) in placing chese with 


the Doctor, also innumerable patiences and reading - our 
library consists of Shakespeare, Omar Khayam, and Browning. 
The second named seems particularly emusing when he tells one 
zo “out loud® what a fool one is to be freesing in a continue 
ous snowstorm on a clacier on tinned food, when there are rose- 
gardens and rivers, and things down below which ere far nicere 
Pfannl was a bit i111 to-day sith indigestion - a 
complaint it’s very hard to cuard against with such a hopeless 
revolution in one’s ¢iet. Te chief trouble 4s to get any- 
thing cooked at all, as the water boils at 82°C. (80°F) here, 
and so one has to continue cooking a long time. One excellent 
thing we have is cealisd a self-cooking apparatus, and consists 
of a long cylinder, lined with very eoe noaxecuduoting material 
with four cooking-pote in ite If one gets the contents of 
these real hot and pute thei: in the appsratus over night, they 


are otill hot in the morning and hare goné on cooking appre- 


clably. 
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June 26the A quiet nicht, but this norning the 
usual heavy downpour of fine snow still souideeiaes The 
nightl: minimum temperature ic very uniform - since we've 
been here itts always been between -12°C. and <15°G. (21° and 
27° below freezing point, Farenheit). Avalanches from the 
mountains have been almost imechetne tie norning, 80 there 
must hava been a heavy suid a the night ee These tents 
are pretty snug, but have developud some unsomfortable defects, 
@ege, the wuight ani warmth of one’s body apparently melts 
snow through the pores of the flooring, €0 just by my head 
(which happens to be the lowest portion of the tent) there is 
a little lake of about half an ineh of ice. Another mean 
habit these tents (and any others, of course) have, is to snow 
insides they get well below sero in the night, and then the 
mointare one breathes out freezes, and descends as snow. The 
day passed as usual, with chess, reading, etc. In the evening 


it looked bettere | 


June 27th, We avoke this morning at about 7230 to 
heer that Eckenstein and his caravan were visible right down the 
glacier, and Prannl went. off on ski to meet him. The day was 
sumny and fine ~ at last The party arrived here at nine 
o*clook, Bckenstein, the old shikari, a naukar, anc the coolies. 
He brought with him several loads of wood, seh will be axe 
cellent if the lanps give out. j§Kekenstein was rather done up, 
having had a very unenviable journey up - he started June oe 
and did two stages every day for three daya, and one stage fos 
day; all the time in filthy snowy weather. We are all was 
to be togethsr againe The food supply sot to a great deal 
nearer pinch than we up above knew and, in fact, food only 
reached me when it did by men doing six marches in one day. 

It has kept glorious and fine, and we are setting ali our things 
dry in the sume At the same time the fresh snow is melting 
fast, and ws have seen tremendous avalanches falling from the 


mountains all the morninge The glacier, toc, is waking up, 
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and all the snow bridges are fsallinj; into the crevasses. One 
specially fine avalunchs from K2, when it reached the valley, 
was g¢ing with such momentum that it carried a part of itself, 
and a& snow-cloud some 150 feet thick, right across the valley 
to the other side. Eckenstein was thoughtful enough to bring 
up with his a fine store of freuh meat and bread, which we 
appreciate no end. Even sixteen dava on tins has ae the tin 
taste into everybody's mouth so tnat everything seems to be thi 
samce We have an cacellent larcer «- al} the meat hus been 
tied on to & rope and let down into a crevasse. 


Juns 23the This morning Eckenstein was down with 





flue - a pretty severe sttack. However, as the weather was 
fine, and somethin, had to Le decided on, we held a durbar in 
his tent, and resacived that a party of three should start with 
@ Muemery tent and five day’a food to attack the mountain 
straight up from this side. The sulection of the three was 


Rot an easy task. Zhe Dootor, gum doctor, +a8 unanimously 
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decided upon, and subsequently Crowley and Pfannl. THis is, 
uncoubtedly , the strongest party we could send, with Reken- 
stein cut of consideration. Unfortunately, at this point 
Wessely made sovie remarks at his non-inolusion ee I can only 
@escribe a» being as unreasonable as they vere unsporteranl ike. 
Of course, everyone of us wanted to go in ene party, — 
but a ifummery tent holds thres, and we are six! The rest of 
the day was occupied in packing up the food Milta for the party, 
and in devising fastenings to fix it securely on to a pair of 
aki 50 as to make ks self-contained sledge. The idea is to 
pull this sledge up the ice-slope to a patch of level looking 
rocks sone 4,000-5,000 feet above here; there to make a camp 
for the night, and try and reach the summit the next day. 

eune 29th. The original idea was that tre party 
should start this morning at six o’clook, with Wessely and 
myself also accompanying (anyhow, part of the way) and also 


two or three coolies tu hslp with the haulage - we have, up 


here, five coolies, the elder shikari and a naukar, they all 
live in seven-feet square Whymper tent - but the weathor in the 
night interfered. It blew hard from the N.R. all night, with 
a lot more snow. When se got up the wind vas still a Gale, 
and trough it was clear above, yet down here the snow was 
being whisked about in whips. Thinking this was only temper- 
ary, wes got our boots on end went to the eiecied tent to — 
something; warm before starting « the Kitohen tent had been 
blown down in the night and was, of course, choek full of snow. 
This was soon re-erected, and vith pardonable profanity we dug 
for, discovered, and eventually lighted, @ paraffin store, 
over which we got some cocoa hot. After this, on inspecting 
the weather, we found it worse than diver: so the eet was 
definitely postponeé till toemcrrow. I had had a wretched 
night, as in addition to the wind and snow (whieh finds its 
way in somehow) my valise and sleeping-hag were very wet, 580 
that I was, not unnaturally, cold tris ere Avout this 
time I found my feet freezing s0l1ié, and they were on)’ saved 
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from frost-bite by twenty minutos® hard work on the part of 
the Dootor. zhne others then went out on SKS some vay up the 
vallay and returnéd late, saving that on the 5.8. side of the 
mountain was & fentle snow slope, up which e& mush easier route 
lay; the only question lett being how to get on to the snow 
slope. The NK ridge brears suddenly at a point about two 
te three hours further up the valley. There is a deep cleft 
and tnen, in continuation of the main direction, is a high 
(25,000 feet, about) roc’ mountain. 60 the ways which seened 
probable for getting o: to the snow slope nehinc the asarete 
weres (1) into the cleft (which runs H.W, and SR.) and from 
there up a steep slope on to a col mhioh had been seen from 
far offs or, (2) up the Woe arete itself frem the corner of 
the cleft where a spur descends to the valloye 

June 30th. This morning, Pfannl, Wesseiy and the 
Doctor went off to make a reconnaissance of the new route on 


ski. Crowley had gone out yesterday, without black glasses, on 
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the eno®, and so his eyes were in a werr bad way this morning 
and he had te sta; *t home. ZI was alse somewhat fluey, so 
Rokenstein, Growle, and Y did nething. Weesely, for dena: 
reason hest Imorm to himself, instead of soing with the cther 
t#o, to recommoitre, went right up the valley to the swmit 
ool, soe four or five hours fron here. ‘he Doc¥ir and Pfannl 
went richt up into the cleft, but the dista:ce and heat vas too 
great to allow them to cet uu: the col and sec definitely if it 
connected with the snow-clope or the other side; so they 
returned without ravines -ettied the point in questione in 

the evening we sax tha most selasran eee aione we have yet 
seen. As it started, it looked as if the whole morntain side 
to a considerable tnickness were falling, and the snow clouds 
from it blotted out that side of the raller. Fy and by the 
wind brought the spray over tc us and it coated out tents 

thiok - like a heavy snow storm. Ti wis decides thia evening 


that as the reccnnaissanse of the positions N. of the NeBe 


arete was so important, Pfannl and Wessely should take a tent 
and food up, and sleep at the entrance to the cleft to-morrow, 
and thoroughly explore the following day. 

July let. his morning Pfannl and Weesely got off 
fairly early with their goods on sledges made of eki, which 
enabled them to do with many Saupacdiiee: We are now waiting 
for news from them of their reconnaisgnnce. To-day am 
birthday, and I spent it in perfect laziness, playing chess 
pretty nearly all the day long, besides writing a few letters. 
In the evening we had 4 little tamasha, our special menu (Cror- 
ley and the Doctor being erm was clear soup and fried sau- 
sages, followed by various biscuits, and also a eteic of 
whiskey which was opened for the occasion. in the evening 
there was another tremendous avalanche to windward of us, but 
as the sun was still powerful, there wae a curious effects the 
snow Oloud bearing down on us melted as it oume through the 
air, and eventuntly disappeared pefore it reached us. We also 
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gam a great shadow effeot from K*, the shadow o@ the mountain, 
right up to the sumait, dbsing thrown on the olovds and 
peing aagnifiod in the process, £0 that tre shadow mountain 


ge sav was of colossal Cironsicns, 


July 2nd. Ancther lazy day, a we santa not pre= 
pare to atart and follow Pfannl and Wessely till we had news 
from vwnerm tc bay thet where they arc leads definitaly to the 
better way upe Consesqnences more lase and cheas, two-handed 
and fourehanded@ in a1] combinations. I forges to mentZon 
that yesterday arrived a food dak with a maund (80 lh.) of 
food for the coolias we ksep here. In the evening the weather 
§0t a bit bad and. it Btarted to Snot. 

July 38G. A boisterous, windy night with a heavy 
snosfail, so ve dii not botier to get up till just before | 
siersis when the reports from Pfann! and Wessely arrived. 
These were very long, and stated that they had gone to the col 
in the cleft, vut that there was no wa: for us, as there was & 


leng bit of difficult ice and rock olimbing which it would be 
impossible to get @eolies up {our in&@nt ion being, if possible, 
to get a camp on the snowfield itself - 22,000 or 23,000 feet). 
Pfannl had reached 20,700 feet, and both of them had been, 
apparently rather done up. They are taking a day’s rest to- 
day, and are going to reconnoitre ehie arete way to-morros. 
They made a suggestion that after this reconnaissance we should 
abandon K®, for the moment and olimb the roek-faced mountain 
B.B. of the cleft. This they wanted because (1) there is a 
detivivs easy way up this mountain - a snow ridge of grestat 
miéie leading from the ool at the head of this valley; (2) 

it would at the same time break all existing height recorda; 
(3) we should get a good idea of the north-east sides of x2, 
aaweder. the other four ef us definitely refuse to abandon K2 
till we have tried it and failed. They also tell us that camp 


XX is much more sheltered than here, and is about 19,800 feet. 


fhe reconnaissance: to-morrow being of such vast importance to 
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us, it was thought that the mere on it the better, and Crowley 
prepared to start off this afternoon to join Pfam] and Wessely. 
Rckenstein and I packed him a sledge of a food unit (12 men 
days}, but before we got to attaching the tent and valise the 
weather, which had looked doubtful al! day, gave out, and it 
began to snow heavily, so Crowley's start was postponed till 
to-morreve 

guly 4th. An abominable night, tearing &.W. gale 
with snowstorm all the times. It is impossible to prevent eaee 
coning into the tent, and so I did not sleep much. The 
blissard seabanced all day, so Crowley did not start. still, 
Pfannl and Wessely had to be relieved, having very little food. 
fwo coolies and a naukar took up a kilta load of food for then 
in spite of the weather. The other four of us collected in 
our tent and tried to keep warm - playing chess, smoking and 
cursing the weather all day. 

July 5Sthe Night, if possibie, derek than yestere 
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days more wind and snow and increased violence. The coolies 
who had gone up to Pfannl and Wessely yesterday returned this 
norning after having had rather a po®r time. Pfamnl and 
Wessely are, however, all right. Eckenstein's tent was banked 
up to nearly half its height with snow thie morning, and ve 
had @ cheerful time clearing it away. Also, last night was 
the coldest we have haf, as water bottles froze hard under our 
pillows. This morning our mails arrived (May 30th from Lon- 
Gon)s it really is a very pluoky thing of our dak-wallahs to 
have ‘cone through here in the snespressivay vile weather we 
have nade We are at present engaged in devouring fieis eon- 
tents. The weather remained unchanged - gales and snow, snow 
and gales all day. But now we had our mails to read and 
answer, and also ‘ couples of magazines to read, which a fello- 
passenger on the way out had been thoughtful Bae to send us 
UP. So the chessboard had a rost. 

July 6th. Last night was a very windy and sleep- 


a 
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jess night, and this morning the wind had grown so strong that 
one was a little doubtful whether the tents would stand it. 
fhe twe dak-wallahs went off with our returning mail - they 
are fine specimens. The reason they went yecaay in spite of 
the weather, was - our old shikari told us « a they were more 
than the right number in the tent. the right number was ue 
- the tent is seven feet square! The day passed as usual, ie: 
the four ef us collected in the tent of the Dector and myself, 
and we read, smoked, shextad: eto., all day. The Doctor has 
really been exceedingly rk through all this bad weather in 
cooking, and it*s no joy to go out into a visrent snowstorm 
and cook. In the evening the wind cropped aa it only snowed 
lightly, and generally looked better. 

July 7t At last @ pukka fine day - no wind, no 
ee and plenty of sun. | X find on looking back in my diary 
iat the last complete fine day cocurred on June 27th - ten 


days ago. 80 we lost no time this morning in getting out our 


- 89 - | a 


accumulation of soaked things (of course all frozen stiff) to 
dry in the sune It had been arranged that should rine weather 
come Crowley should go off immediately to Camp XI (where are 
Pfannl and Wessely) with a good sledge-lemtief previsions. 
However, after Eokenstein had called him this morning he tx 
disoovered to be unwell, so did not start. Instead, two 
coolies went with a kilta of fo@d for then. fhen cane 6 great 
work of scraping away some of the drifted snow from the kiltas - 
they were entirely covered up of course. fhen they were 
opened to get some of the snow, whien had drifted in, evapor= 
ated out. an the afternoon we changed tents - the Doctor vent 
into Crowley’s and I into Kokenstein's (both of them had had 
tents to themselves}. ite gavenus ei empty tent, which we 
struck in readiness for to-morrow when Crowley and the Doctor 
go off to join Pfannl and Wesesely at Cia xr. acceowteie and 
I stay behind to pack up anyt'ing we may want at the next camp 


on to ski sledges, so that the coolies can pull them up to us 


without neoessitating one of us going down. After dimer we 
aaw a most extraordinary effeot on the eastern side of Broad 
Peak. Just in front of this camp is a fine series of ice-- 
oliffs, and abore these ~ a long way behind and higher - is to 
be seen another series on the summit ridge. All our valley 
wag in shadow, but the a Just caught the higher oliffs and 
produced this wonderful sight. They were all golden and 
appeared to be a an altogether prodigious height (*— million 
feet if you like®, as Kokensfein said) and seeminaly floating 
in the aire 

July 8th. A grand, stil) night last night, se thou 
the thermometer stood at somewhere about -20°G., we had all of 
us @ goed sleep. We brought out Instras with us to burn in 
our sleeping bags at night, but unfortunately they are mountain- 
sick at this height, i.e. there is not enough oxygen in the 
air to keep the charcoals alight in the pustvacéansis. How- 


ever, Boekenstein has discovered a grand arrangenent which is 


nearly as good. We put three of the charcoals in a Huntley 
_ Palner*s bisouit box, where they hare more air, and then, 
when that gets real hot put it inside. Crosley and the Doo- | 
€ " . 
tor were up, getting rady, pretty early this morning, and were 
off with their sledge at about 6.50. They sere very lucky 
in their day as aes was no wind and the snow was good and 
firm. Further, there was just enough cloud to prevent the 
sun softening the snow before they arrive. We received chits 
from Crowley and the Doctor later than we expected {with their 
returning coolies). fhey had not had a rery good time getting 
up, as the sane had not gone ae and had fallen once 
bedily into a crevasse, from shich they had some diffioulty in 
rescuing it. Rventually the scoolies had left the sledge and 
carried the loads in on their backs. They took four hours to 
eet upe Grewley was done up on the road, and in rather bad 
condition. Later on the weather again got abominable - wind 


and snow. A food-dak arrived to-day from below with chaput- 
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ties for our coolies. So now, having thirteen coolies up 
here, we intend to utiliza thom by sending them all up to the 
next camp with loads to-morrow. 

July Sth. Last night it snowed a bit, but there was 
not much wind, so we had ea ae night. Eekenstein woke up 
with pains in his limba, and what looks like a recurrence of 
fue, though 6 hope it te only 2 cold. Eleven coolies went 
off with loads this morning to Camp Xz. | fhey got there in two- 
and-a-half hours. From Crowley's chit, which he sent baok 
with them, it appears a far more sheltered spet than here - ag 
indeed it must be, as hare we have hardly had a minute still. 
To-day it is again blowing oat guns and whisking the snow 
SVOrvwherse One diffisculty here is that the Eiltas - nies 
should be “ e@packed to be taken up - are full of driven snow 
and buried ign weuecariets, 60 that unless we got a still, fine 
day, it is ae impossible to re-arranzse them for further 


transporte Later on in the day the weather showed symptoms of 


clearing, and we got out and prepared five kiltas, which will 
go up to-morrow with some loads of wood. After we had turned 
in, ve saw, to our joy, the tapes on the top of the tent blog- 
ing out in an opposite direction to what trey have been doing - 
meaning a northerly wind at last. 

July 10th. The night was rather blowey, but it 
did*’nt matter, as it was a N. blew, and thia morning ia pere- 
fectly sunny and fine. May it only keep so for ten deys, and 
let us settle things one way or the other. The cight loads 
went off this morning, leaving us with not more wented at the 
next camp than can accompany Eckenstein and myself when we go 
up to-morrow. The coolies sseiiaa at 11.30 eith a brief chit 
from Crowley saying that Pfannl and himself are ill, but that 
tna Doctor and Wessely have gone out scout ings The day re- 
mained perfectly fine, and in the afternoon Eeckenstein and I 


tackisd the kiltas, which we arransed into three groupss- 


Le Regulation food wnits; 


a Kiltas containing spare miscellaneous foods 

5. Kiltas eontaining spare clothes and equipment. 

The ohief worry was cetting the cooking-tent elear - 
it had erystallised out wit: general dirt aad ting to an 
alarming extent. However, wo managed to get everything ready 
for to-morrow, and then indulged in aie uia aidevadnde banquet, 
which consisted of atin of turtle soup and a half-bottle of 
champagne. We finished with cheese and codoa-nut biscuits, so 
you oan dinmgine at pak regular tamasha. 

July lith. We both of us forgot to fasten up the 
window of our tent last nights result, woke up this morning in 
@ more or less fre#ising condition. Having thawed ourselves 
with some instrcharcoals, we got up and made breakfast. 

Then, on going to pack our valises, we found @ small lake and 
aioe pate enc taaee fice in mine, but the whole of Bokenstein's 
wceiveums ead soaked through and frozen hard. It was a long job 


@leaning it oute Also, the tents gave us infinite trouble, as 
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they could not be removed till the inner ooating of ice - fron 
one-eighth of an inch to one inoh thick - had been got off, 

anc also they had become unfrozen from the ice outside by the 
guUNe Brontually, all was ready, but it was nov 10.30 a.n. 
and the sun sas already very hot. We got off and followed. 
what has developed into a regular travk from going and return- 
ing coolies. One goes up on the true left bank of the eineiee 
= which is at present ever;where enow-covered, and not much 


% 


grevassed on our way - till above a big ice~-fall, whence one 
starts acrose to the right bank, under some rooks of which lies 
Ganp XI. okenstein started out on ski, ‘but the snow quickly 
pecase 80 bad that Ss discarded them and left them on the glae 
cier. The heat was very intense on the ice and the going was 
by no means of the best, as the snow yas softening a2] the 
time. 8e we panted and cea and could not go for long 


stretches without stopping. Kokenstsin says he found no 


difficulty in breathing, onl; that his joints hurt after a 
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spell of walking. I distinotly felt breathing difficult when 
trying to walk very rapidly, = nothing else at ail. I got 
in with the coolica at 1.45 and ecicetia at re Pehe Vo 
find that Pfanni had a touch of bronchitis, which made him 1212 
yesterday, ei he is much naecer to-day. Srowley is still 
pretty bad - he has had bad indigestion, says the Doctor. 
Yeaterday the Deeter and Wessely went reoonnoitring up the 
arete which leads to the north east arete of K® from here - 
they reaoned a height of 22,000 feet without any areas ais- 
tress though, unfortunately, they report that the way was bad, 
eich ice and powdery snow. This camp is by far tetter than 
our last, which was undoubtedly a mistake - I have been at the 
latter now twenty-one days, and during the #hole time baroly & 
still night. Here wo are sheltered from nearly all winds, 
i they say it is wane much Warmer. fhe aneroid says its 


height is about 19,560 feet. Or. arriwal I took m: pulse and 


breathing, which were 145 and 49 respectivelys after one-and<-a- 
eae hours they were 106 and 16 = rather ourious figuree? in 
the evening I took a beiling-point, which gave our height as 
19,450 feet, though we have reason to believe it may turn out 
@ good deal higher when we get the correspond ing readings at 
sea level.” 

July 12th. Last night was really grand compared 
to all that we have had at the last camp - perfectly still, 
and not nearly so cold - so we did iustice to it by sleeping 
the clock roun@é.  Pfannl and Wessely vent off earl; this mort- 
ing up the side walley shich starts out from here, to make a 
more thorough reconnaissance of the possible gap, which they 


had only partiy seen before. The: took with them a tent and 


food, meaning to stop there to-night and etart out early 





fhe height eventually worked out at almost exactly 
20,000 Lte , 


to-morrow morning. Their coolice returned about two o'clock, 
and brought a chit, saying they had found the snow in a very 
bad state, and had taken four hours to get to the foot of the 
gap, instead of two hours as they did last time. Crowley was 
a great deal better this morning, and able to cet out and cat 
abit. We spent the day resting, 1.6. chiefly piequet and 
chess problems. the day “as gloriousfy fine overhead, but 
saertoat the snow was still bad. Eckenstein and the Doctor 
walked out a bit on to ths glacier to look at the mountain and 
rossible ways. up a Prom ners. it is visible right up to om 
au mit. — §a a@ ridge which runs straight up from behind 
ths camp to foin the north-east arete of K®. Behind this 
arete one can ses a vast snowfield {R. to 5.8. faces) which 
goes richi up till the sumait itself rises. This appears to 
start with rock and nan@#ia glacier, with a snow-oap merging 


into the hanging glaciers. All the morning longs a large crow 


was making any amount of noise outeide our camp, se 20, 000 
feet dees’nt seem to hurt ie muche 

 guly 13the Last night was as calm as the one before, 
eat neither Eckenstein nor myself had such a good onee. I had 
only a trifle of indigestion, but Bekenstein passed a very 
sleepless night with what he hinself says is his first attack — 
of moitintain sickness. His breathing went up to 38 a minute, 
pulse 86. Headache and general discomfort. ees sympt ons 
have continued more or less all the day, gradually re 
however, eo I hope he will be himself again very soone Crove 
ley is again nearly well. We did nothing much again to=day. 
In the evening the surmits clouded over, aa dom the valley | 
looked again black ~ a prediction of bad weather again, I am 
afraid. 

July 14th. The prediction was verified only too 

goon, as ali last night it blew and snewed hard, and& continued 


to do so all day. Of a truth we are oursed with weather. 


Qne touch of humour comes in <- in the native accounts. They 
call this the fine month of the district, and say the weather 
does not really “"break* til six weeks henoe? Eekenstein 
taught me a new two-handed card game to-day {°66°}) and we 
passed the time, as usual, in camp, in exec sable weather. To=- 
yards two o*olock arrived a coolie with a note from Wessely. 
They did not reconncitre yestorday, owing to Pfannl being in= 
dizgposed. It secme that his digestion has gone pretty badly 
wronge ‘To-day of course, reconnaissance was out of the ques- 
tion. Then follogs & request for more food of a rather oon 
prehensive oature. He specifies no leas than twenty-two. 
articles wanted - many of them down at our store at Canp X. 

Ne must know that, #ith the very linitad transport we have, 
this is quite impossible for use Our other invalids - Eoken- 
atein and Crowley < continue to inprove, but are not yet quite 


restorea to their usual etrength and activity. 
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July 15th. All night it snowed heavily (about eight 
inches feli) and blew in gusta, and it continues to de much 
the same this morning. Se there is nothing to do but sit "like 
patience on & monument® (here, for monument, read sleep ing-bag) 
and wait. In the afternoon a note came doen from desceiy: 
from their camp, by @& naukar, to say that Pfannl is really 
seriously ill, and that Gt was advisable that the Doctor should 
come and see him, and that he should be brought down as soon 
as possible. His lungs seem te have gone rather badly wrong. 
So we both made preparations for the Doctor to start to-morrow 
early. He goes on a pair of oe which will be ee sledge 
Pfanni down is he is unable to walk. En the evening it cleared 
up a little and left off snowinge 

July ates The Doctor got off at 6.15 a.m. tnis 
morning, takigc with him every available coolie. We hare only 
tao invalids left, one naukar, and one shikari who has influensa 


The weather is sunny this morning, but there is much cloud 
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about and it does not seem settled. Where our very bed Kismet 
comes in is the faot that this continued vile weather has put 
gbeut feur feet of fresh snow on the mountain, so that, with 
porfect weatrer from now on, at least a week must elapse before 
the thing Seecuse at all olimbable. fhe first coolies get 
back to camp at twelve o*clock, caying that the sahibs were 
following. As they brought the ski with them, we imew that 
Pfannl was anvhow well enough to walk. Pfanni, the Boctor 
and Wessely arrived at 12.40. The former was very tired out, 
and obviously 412. What he has is ocedema of one lung, which 
is, of course, very serious, in view of his doing any more viop- 
lent exercise. He has had the same thing aoe before, after 
doing a climbing tour @e force in the Alps. Pfanni’s breakdown 
though he is a wery hard and ee mam, does not surprise me 
80 very much. It is, in ry opinion, due absolutely to over- 


training. ver since he got. on the boat at Suez he has never 
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ceased taking oxercise on every opportunity. The result waa, 
that he arrived on the glacier trained fine. Now, there is 
nothing that I know cha takes it out of one so, or for which 
one needs a ieacee of adipose so mich, as standing bad weather 
and cold like we've had to do = and Pfann] had no reserve at 
all. In the evening it cleared up, and once more we begin 
again to hope for that spell of sunny weather. 

July ivthe Last night I woke up atout an hour er 
going ie sleep, with a most racking earache. E hung on for @ 
bit, but it got to more than I could stand, so Bekenstein was 
good enough to go for the Doctor, and the Doctor was ditto to 
look er ie which resulted in my going to sleep eventually. 
This morning it is much less acute, though. still painful. of 
course the weather gave way in the night, and wo had some four 
or five inches of snow - it is still continuing. Pfanni‘s 


condition is not mich better this morning 8&3, though his . nis 
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originally affected lung is better, the other is slightly 
touenede These Led conditions are beginning to tell on our 
Lasheiris, who have al? along shown great hardihoso@. Salama - 
the old Shikari who has stayed with us up here all along - is 
really rather bad with flue and will go down, when Pfannl does, 
for some days, to recuperate, if he doses not cet better. 

July 1Sthe Last night Bckenstein had another attack 
sinilar to the one he had on the nizht of the 12th-13th. 
Cough, panting, and shortness: a preath saaueeiay to a rather 
acute ciag3. He does not think now that this is at all due 
to rarefied air, but that it is one of his (more or Jess) 
ordinary asthmatic bronchitic attacks to which he has always 
been liable. Pfannl's cordition remains prastically unchanged. 
As the coolles wanted some more wood to re-bake shear ehaput- 
ties (there is a fair a-ount of wood left at Canrp ZX}, Salama 


came and told us that he was going to send doen for some. 


Foea supply up here is getting rather short, and also some. 
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things are required for Pfannl (e.g., milk and light rusks), 
eo Wessely offered to go down with the sacities and sort out 
the things required to-morrow. All day long it snowed per- 
sistently and violently - certainly not less than eight inehes 
remained on the ground in the evening. 

guly 19th. Hokenstein had a good night and was much 
better this morning. These attacks of his usually take hin 
a long time to get over, but the Doctor gave him a drug which 
has not before been tried ‘i him, and apparently with great 
success. At last, again we have amore or less fine day « the 
sun has got the better of the clouds, and it is not snowing. 
Wessel: zot off with the coolies pretty early this morning. I 
expect they will have heavy going with all this fresh snow on 
the ice. Prannl says he does not feel so well to-day, and 
is groaning very muoh, but the Doctor says he is not worse, but 
even betters later, he got slightly delirious, so the Dector 


gave hima morphia injection. In the afternoon the Doctor and I 
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went for a short stroll on to the glacier with photographie 
intentions, but everything was too clouded upe Wessely 
returned et 3.30 pm, and the coolies soon after, they had 
not found the going so bad as was atpestea: except lower down. 
They also reported secing a dak of sorts right dom the gla- 
oier - coming up. This dak arrived late in the evening (six 
e*cloeck) and consisted of our mail, and also Sevack loads of 
chaputties for the natives. With the dak our cook had sent up 
B0m® @ggs which our remaining fowls at Rdokass had been consid« 
erate enough to lay. Aliso, Weasely had brought up the fresh 
meat from Camp X. It had remained in our larder-crevasse 

for a month (they had considerable difficulty in recovering 

it, as it had of courss, frose fast, = reguired @ man to be 
lowered to cut it ski aa was still perfectly fresh. With 
all this good food ‘na Sothes magazines sent up by friends we 
had a regular tamasha of an evening. 


July 20th. Last night Eckenstein had another - 
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though less eevere - acceas, ané is again unvell this morning. 
Pfannl is graduall; improving. As the day is quite fine, and 
we are not blessed with a superabundanee of fine weather, we 
held a Kind of council to decide what was to be done. Now, 
this K® is out of the question #111 a long spell ef fine wea- 
ther has removed the six feet, or more, of fresh snow which 
has fallen on it. There is another mountain close (24,000 or 
25,000 feet) which has a snow-eridge the whole way up, and on 
which we might settle some of the disruted points with regard 
to rarefaction of air. ise bein a ridge, the going is 
Likely to get better sooner. So ve intend to profit by the 
possible short spell of fine weather beginning to-day, to make 
an attempt on this mountain. Also wishing to profit by the 
extra number of coolies up here (the food dak which arrived 
yesterday), Pfannl is going down to-morrow with thems Wessoly 
is going the whole way with him, and the Doctor the first few 


parace to see he gets on all right. This leaves Ecrenstein, 
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Crowley and myself here - Bekenstein is, however, too unvell to 
go on @ mountain just yet, s0 Crowley and I start off to-morrov 
morning for the aboye=-mentioned attempt. The first day's work 
will be to put a tent and food on the swmit-.col ef this gla- 
cier (called by Weasely Windy Gap) from which the snovw-ridge 
starts. May the weather only keep fine for both parties. 
In the morning we got ready some si as a sledge to convey 
Pfannl down - he is still too weak to walk. We got one of the 
oblong Kiltas and fastened it on te the ski at each side, 
having first cut out the front to allow him to stretch out his 
lege. With his sleeping bag behind, this made a comfortable 
aracthais arrangement, and, of course, very light to pull. In 
view of the larger bundobust of cetting Pfannl‘'s caravan ort 
to-morrow, and of the fact that the snow improves daily, ae 
{Crowley and I) deferred our start a days 

July 2st. Pfanni's caravan, with the Dootor and 
Weseely, got off sige avenine at ia seven o*clock. Pfanni 
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stemmed - not unnaturally - rather despondent, but I*ve no doubt 
he will get down without any serious difficulty. The weather 
remained fine and sunny. When we went to pack our goods for 
the start to-morrow, we met the fact that there was mueh less 
food here than we had thought (it’s very difficult to keep an 
&courate account of things when there is continued bad woa- 
ther}. 80 we are obliged to send down all our coolies for 
more food from our store at Camp X to-morrow, and delay our 
start up another day. In the afternoon ee all vent out on to 
thé vlacier for a walk, and I took a iot of photographs. 
Bckenstein and Crowley went up some way on ski, and saw a 
perfectly good coolie-way eeerine on te the arete going te Kt | 
snowfields. 
July 22nd. Still fine this morning, though many 

ANY more Glouds aboute | fhe coolies got off early and ree 


turned with five kiltas of provisions. During the day the | 


weather again showed bad symptoms, and our start to-morrow was 
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a’ocordingly arranged conditionally on its keeping fine, as it 
would be exceedingly ‘auleseant. = if not impossible - to keep 
in camp on a ool as expesed as the one we are going to in a 
spell of bad weather. 

July 23rd. There was no question about starting 
this morning, as it had persistently snowéd and hailed all 
night, and continued to.do so. About 10.50 arrived the Doctor, 
alone, - witnout his coat, - and in a state of cee excite. 
ments He explained to us, somewhat incoherently, that his — 
coolie had fallen into a crevasse a littie way above Camp X, 
and that, in spite of his efforts for three-quarters of an | 
eee he hed been unable to get him out. Bckenstein and Crow- 
ley lost no time in getting on their ski and starting down to 
get the man oute fwo coolies and a naukar went alses bay 
Literally trotted the whole way, and only arrived a short time 
after Eokenstein and Growley. Meanwhile, the Doetor, whe had 
returned pa accompanying Pfannl as far as fiat VIII told me 
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that Pfann] was ever so much better, and well on the road to 
recevery. Avout tho suciieta aosident, he told me that they 
were roped at the time, and that he had orossed a snowbridge 
over & crevasse safelys the coolie foglewing broke through and 
fell some ten feet before the rope held hin up. This was due 
to the fact thai the coolie had not got the rope tight between 
them, but had a good deal of slack in his hand. At this stage 
the Doctor wae dewn and drove in his axe, round which he made 
fast his end of the rope. He then proceeded te try to pull 
the coolie out {still in the sitting position), which he was 
unable to do - not unnaturally, when one considers that the 
rope was ploughing through three feet of snow, to which it was 
constantly freezing. He then put the coolie’s stick on the 
edze of re erevasse for the rope to run ever, but said he had 
to desist, as he could see the rope wearing on the stiok? 

He then got the man to undo his load ~ the Doctor's ralise - 
bat was still unsuccessful. The man by this time was lowered 
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to the bottom of the crevasse - some &venty-five feet down - 


& 


where he had fair standing room Then the Doctor lowered hin 


his coat and came up here for assistance. At 1.10 p.m three 
soolies arriveé - roped {and a naukar a little later - unroped), 


the man who had been in a crevasse - Hassan - in the middle. 
He was quite unhurt, except for a soratch on his nose, and 
aid now get any part of him frost-bitten in the crevasse, tho" 
he was there about two and three-quarter hours. When the 


~ 


Coclie met his Ralti confréres here there was quite an affect- 
ing scenes they each in turn mutually tucked there heads into 
each other’s waistcoats and howled. All their spirits were 
quite restored, however, after a cup of eens The only per= 
plexing thing was that there was no Doctor’s valise - the 
natives gave no explanation of its absence, except that they 
had not got die Rokenstein ané Crowley had not vet turned UP, 
nor were they in sight. % about two o*’oleck the Doctor began 


to think that the: had fallen into a crevasse too, and suggest- 
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ed that I should take men and go to 1ock for them! However, 

I told the Dector that if they had fallen in, they deserved to 
stay there for at least an hour or two, anc we had better | 
finish our 68ix parties of picquet peat: Beedless to say 
they turned up half an hour later, they had come back slowly, 
as they were neither well and both tired. HZockenstein's 
account of the place wass @& crevasse about twenty-five feet 
deep, one wall vertical and the other 65° : Soe. about six or 
seven fset wide at the ope As it was pretty well an ideal 
place to get man out of, it is rather inexplicable that the 
Doctor did not suceeed: I fancr he may have got rather fluster- 
ed. The valise 4s still in the crevasse, ac neither eavane 
stein nor Crowley knew it was there, and the Balti mentioned 
not a word. about it; presumably he was in such a hurry to get. 
out caus that he forgot. We made up, however, é dilantin 
kit for the beatae for the night - a spare sleeping bag, sundry 


spare rugs, ete. - and they will go down for the valise to- 
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morrow morninge 

July 24th. Snowed, hailed and blew all night, and 
is continuing so to-day - §.W. gale. Coolies went off this 
morning to get the Doctor’s valise out of the crevasse, and 
returned this afternoon with it. They had some trouble in 
extricating it, as it had frozen on and they had to lower two 
men down to cut it eee fhe day continued bad <- of course. 

July 25th. fhe nicht was certainly far the worst we 
have spent at this camp, as the wind - which was very violent - 
cane from our most unproteoted quarter - S.W. With it came a 
trifie of eight canis ef snow, not to count the hail. This 
morning at about six o*olock we had a few isolated uty ee 
eat rusrdinary intensity. These parasites place to a steady 
blow again, with intermittent snow, OtGe, Std-, StOe, Crowley 
was rather i11 in the evening, and his eyes have not quite 


reeovereg from going down to the coolie crevasse without 


glasses. 


duly 26th. A better night, as far as wind was cone 
verned, but nearly another foot of fresh snow. Our weather 
ecasek. ah far, is forty-eight days on the glacier, of whioh 
eight have been fine (more or less) - never more than two of 
these consecutive! This morning, as *e were sitting with tho 
tent doors open (they face away from the wind), a sudden whirle- 
ing gust came, bringing with it masses of snow. We made a 
rush for the doors and held them shut, while one side of the 
tent was quickly; covered thick in snow. It was the remains of 
an avalanche from K@ which we had heard falling some little 
time before. This weather -! -! -£ well, it’s getting a 
little too much, sspecially as the monsoon is due up here Soon, 
ait then it is supposed to get definitely bad. 56, unless 
there is a very positive amelioration = shall probably be 
compelled to give it up and go ioe when the next food-dgk 
Comes up. We have here enly eight men, so we must wait £403 


the dak arrives before we have enough transport to cet down. 
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We expeot this dak about August lut. The Deoter was scse- 
what unwell in the night, and is not very fit this morning. 
Day passed as usual - snovinge 

July 27th. Last night again broke all recorés for 
general discomfort. Tne wind was « gale and the snow very 
fine, so we had to stuff up the window of the tent with a 
muffler to prevent the snowstorm cont inuing inside. All day 
there was no intermission ~ blinding, driving snow which cut 
off one’s view all round the camp to 150 yards. The Doctor 
was much better again to-day, but Crowley was not up to muche 
Ecxenstein and I keep pretty fit, though the former has, at | 
times, slight eoughing fits in the night from a cold he has got. 

July 28th. Woken by the Doctor in sunlight at about 
eight sesisees The last snowstorm we have had was etill 
active at six o'clock to-day - its duration then a:ounted to 
284 hours. When we awoke, though the sun was ieee bright, | 
there was still some fine snow falling. There are still many 
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clouds about, and oross winds blowing overhead so things are 
by no means settled. fhe fine weather lasted for Sait tvo 
and a half hours, then @ strong S.We wind once more set in up 
the valley, and the normal condition of things was soon res- 
tored. At about six p.m. the storm was much more violent than 
any we have yet experienced at this camp. 

July 29th. Storm continued all night and to-day. 
Gceeies has got an access of malaria to-day - the first since 
Srinagar. ZI had a bad night and woke up eeu very uncom- 
fortable - it is my third go of flue. 

July SOth. Mist and ee snow all to-day, through 
which the sun could not quite pierce. Crowley still with a 
goed deal of fever, and rot mueh better. I ani only left with 
a head and throat - a good deal more comfy than yesterday. 
Towards evening it cleared up, aaa we had an hour or so of sune 


Also, 8 dak of flour men arrived from Rdéokass with chaputties 


for our men here. They also brought two chickens and some 


fresh mutton for us. I'm sorry to say that the coolies had 
eaten some of our meat provision on the way ~ it‘s the first 
instance of the kind we've had. The two letter-dak-wallahs 
did not arrive, so it was resolved to send down twe men at top 
speed to get up all our men from Rdokass and shift down.  llews 
from Pfannl satisfactory - he did not find much trouble get= 
ting down, and is now phoaeedane well. 

July sist. Strange to say quite a decent day, with 
@ bright, unclouded aun = though the wind still Keeps &.¥., 
which doesn*t promise continuance. Crowley's Aiurnalanbeuews 
of malaria still continue, though rather abating in violence. 
Personally, I had a bad night, and am not up to very much 
this morning - lungs pretty much congested, and feverish. ZI 
never knew what a hopeful eet we were till to-day. Seven 
weeks of frightful snowy, stormy weather - ther the first fine 
day Rokenstein, the seaeee and { giwct ach ane plans that if 


the sun will only hold on for three or four days we'll go up to 
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the ool and try te rush that arete for a record, good snow or 
vad. We find we have run out of sugar and sinilar groceries, 
so will send men for some supplies from Camp X to-morrow. 
August dst. Gur great plans cautepie aes - need= 
jess to say - quite as useless as all the rest. Soon after 
turning in, the eternal ae started again, and has*nt left off 
yet. About six inches fell in the night, but now it's coming 
down more violently, and with three-quartera of a gale of wind. 
Crowley is apparently a good bit better to-day. ZI am seat 
tne same as yesterday. About twelwe o‘clock appeared three 
men from Pfannl and Wessely at Rdokass - a special dak with 
very serious news. it appsars that the whole of the Bralduh 
valley has got an epidemic ef cholera. At Askole - our last 
village - already ferty deaths are reported and, of course, the 
whole district is officially closed, except the village of 
Teste, whieh is just aoross the river from Askole (on its south- 


ern bank). Skardu is not yet affected, nor Shigar, so our 
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way back is possible by the Skoro La, a high (15,060 feet) 
pase, wrioh leads direot from the head of the bralduh valley 
to Shigare The usuai starting place for this pass is Askole, 
but we shall, of oourse, go from Teste, having crossed the 
Bralduh somewhere higher upe Thore is only one rope bridge 
across it - at Askole = go ike if it is too big to fora 7e8 
may nave to follow ite southern bank from the soicees io. the 
snout of the Baltoro glacier - three or four days from the base 
of the passe J am afraid that we've lost practically our 
store of things left at Askole, including nearly all our thin 
clothes, guns, rifles, revolvers and spare food for the road 
hies. It is a bad worry. 

Later. After hearing what our shikari has to say 
on the subject, it appears that to go down the left bank of the 
Bralduh from the glacier snout is impossible, owing to the 
side rivers which flow in being too big to ford - and, of 
course there are no pridgsse 80 there are onl: two possible 
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routes to Teste. | One is by orossing a ford over the Bralduh 
four miles this side (3.)} of Askeles this will be very likely 
impracticable, as the river is ferdable nowehsre, except when 
1OWe Second routes to oross by the rope bridge at Aakele 
aroiding the village itself by a detour beneath the eliffs on 
whioh it is built. All this, of sourse, presupposes thet the 
disease will not have spread across the river alse. it is 
rathsr bad luck that this ohelera epidemie should come on us 
on the bee our other troubles, as there is now no doubt ve 
want so down at the carliest opportunity. Por if we stay and 
the disease spreads to the south bank, it is more than pre- 
babhle that we shall have to remain in the valley till the 
ere has run its course, as coolies from the affected 
valley will not be allowed into the unaffected Shigar one. 

We have still about three weeks food and might havs hung on 
that tine, tho? it seema unlikely that the weather will =e 
liorate note — 
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st de Yesterday was too hopeless to do any 
preparations for the descent, and when we woke this morning 
there was no doubt that a Start was out of the queation = the 
usual violent storm and wind. Crowley is now rid of hia 
malaria, and I am muol: better and hope to leave the sick list 
to-morrow. ZX regret to say that this morning the Doctor was 
not up to sueh, and that it has developed later into "la prippe? 
So Eckenstein has done the cooking for the whole crowd to-day. 
Also, in the intervals of the storms, he succeeded in setting 
the firet sledge put together. As we have more loads than 
men, we afew adopting the sledge method to et down to Camp IX. 
It is downhill, snow-covered glacier all the say. To that 
camp will also be froin all the things from Camp ZX we take 
ith us. hen, of the total at Camp IX we shall be able to 
take one half with us with our available men, and send them all 
bask from Raéokases for the second half while we wait there. 


While they are fetching the second consignment a man will be | 
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sent down the valley to get up enough men from the village on 
the south of the Bralduh - if the cholera infection has not 
spread there by then - to take from there on, all in one sine. 
straight avay to Skardu. Sush are our plans at present, 
theugh it is only tvo probable that circumstances may alter 
them. In a ohit received from Pfannl the other day stating 
our food resources at Rdokass, he mentioned that there were 
four sheep still left. This did not agree with Eckenstein*’s 
calculation, as he left sight, and since then only two have 
been accounted for. We sonweausniier@uratase that our men 

had taken advantage of cur absence to make avay with the other 
twGe It appears that we did the poor native an injustice on 
this occasion. The patie’ sorrowful story (told us by Salama 
yesterday) is that they were promised a feast of meat by Wessely 
én their arrival at ERdokass. Of course the sahibs would take 
what meat they required from the sheep and fies the rest to the 
Baltis. When these latter enquired for pane repast, it 
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appeared that not only was there nothing left of the first 
sheep, but that a second had travelled the same road - alse 
without leaving any remainder$ [It will be interesting to hvar 
Wessely’s account of this somewhat stupendous performance. 
August srd. To-day again one of the usual kiné of 
GAYB When it care to building the second sledge the ski for 
it coulé@ not be founé - they had, c®@muerrse;, completely dis- 
appeared under the snow. Later in the day two coolics (naukar$ 
arrived from Rdokass, or rathosr, from Camp VI, where they were 
with Wessely when our despatch for all available men reached 
him. He (Wessely}) had been induced by fine weather to start 
up again from Rdokasa to rejoin us, and had been stopped at 
Camp VI both by news of our return and by the reneweé break- 
down of eke edechey This evening 4t looks a bit more pro- 
mising for a descent to-morrow, as it is still and has left off 


snowing. Possibly it is a trifle tired as, in addition to 


the length of time it has been going on, it put in three inshes 
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Sha ter Ve 


fne Descent. 


August 4th. This morning, when we awoke at six 
o*’closk, it looked a promising day for a descent, so, having 
got up and had breakfast, we alee start at getting things 
ready. It always takes a long time to strike a camp shen 
one’s stay has oe prolonged, and when there has fallen. 
eighteen feet or so of snow during the period it doesn't 
facilitate things a lot. The tents gave most trouble, as they 
were naturally, well erowas on to the ice, and their pegs were 
buried three to four feet below the surface, and had to be cut 
Sie: Eventually this was done, and a number of coolies start- 
ed with Growley and the Doctor. We had at our disposal fif- 
teen coolies and had eighteen loads: seven of the loads went 


on the sledge with four to pull. Tne Balti ooolies have an 
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inordinate love of tins, and we had to absolutely forbid them 
to take them, or they would have loaded thenselves up to arr 
alarming extent. I have no doubt that there will be a fine 
and large seaicien of natives on their own to Camp X after 
our departure from the valley, to gather tins! ‘okenstein and 
I did not get off finally from the oamp till 12°15 p.ame We 
accompanied the sledge which was very much trouble in hauling 
over the first part of the way, which traverses a long plateau 
with no down grade; in addition, the snow was execrable walk- 
ing = about eight inches of absolutely soft new surface. sa 
weather kept quite (comparatively) fine, and K* and Broad Peak 
gave us gi imses of their surmite and flanks as a sort of 
farewell. It really is rather hard luok having to abandon a 
job of this sort in this way, and it was quite painful to hare 
to turn our back on Camp XI and feel one’s feet once more on- 
the downward slope, but there is no doubt Kismet has been too 
strong for us; yet I confess that after the doin. we've had, 
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warmer and less exposed quarters have a great attraction. We 
came up with the other ooolies, the Doctor and Crowley about 
two hours from the start. They had been going very slowly, 
not only ewing to bad snow, iecheaune the coolies are very 
eautious when walking setae near orevasses. We reached 
Camp X at 3.30 pome, and immediately set to work to cet the 
reat of our gocds into order. Of course, we take down no 

more food than is necessary to bring us to habitation, and only 
such equipment as repays porterage. Thus we abandon such. 
things as ski, self-cooxing apparatus, ete. After an hour 

or so0*s work we got all our stuff condensed into ten loads, 
which we send for tomorrow morning. At 4.45 I proceeded downe- 
wards to Camp IX with the Doctor, who was somewhat reetored by 
a rest at Canp X (and a tin of Nestlé): he is somewhat better 
to-day and walked eats though he 46 still some way from being 
right asain, Bekenstein and Crovley left Camp ZX on ski, but 


they had to abandon them subsequently, owing to the fact that 
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the ~oing was very uneven and we soon got to the serace. We 
got to Camp IX at 5.30 Pem.e, and found there, to our unbounded 
joy, three dak-wallahs with a large mail for us, and two other 
coolies sent up from Rdokass. So engrossed did we get over 
our nec that we yuite forget to have anything to eat till 
quite late. There is no more news about the cholera at Askole, 
but we hear that Pfannl has sent down the Chuprassie to cet up 
coolies from non-infected villages to Rdokass, s0 on tate 
return we shall surely know more about ite 

 Mugust Sth. A lasy day in camp for us while the men 
wai up to Camp X for the remaining lcads. The weather aia 
keep fine long ¥ it snowed and sleeted most of the day, 60 we 
remained in tents and read our large stock of new magazines. 
The Docker put in most of the day sleeping, and got better 
rapidly. 

August 6th, A really cold night - we had about one- 


eighth of an inch of ice on the inside of the tent walls this 
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morning, s0 we did not set off till the sin had melted off the 
ice and warmed things up generally a bit. Two more coolies 
arrived from Rdokass early to-day. It was 16.15 before ve 
were off, and we soon found a peeat wittorkace in the glacier 
since we came upe Where we had crossed a uniform snowfield 
there was now chiefly morained glacier alternating with stret- 
ches of drv glacier, whiosch afforded mostly quite good goinge 
The Godwin-Austen Glacier runs in long ribs parallel to its 
length, and we found crossing the streams which run between 
these ribs eReubi aeons at times. It was sunny and fine, though 
far from cloudless. The wind remained 5.-W., and the last 

view we had of the glacier on which were camps X and Xd. was 
one of mist, so the weather there had not a’ tered. K* clouded 
up and then unclouded at intervals - one had some fine cloude 
effect glimpses. The day was hot and we were far from being 
in as good condition as when we came up, 6O it was past one <'. 


o*’cloak before we passed Camp VIII.3; from there on, it became 
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still mora: wearisome, and the halts becane more frequent. 
Unfortunately, the worst part comes at the end -~ jhecane-a-Helt 
hour’s bad moraine from the corner of the Godwin-Austen in here 
(Camp VIZ}. We did not arrive till just about saves 0 *olook, 
and very weary we were. The Bal@is and naukare go grandly: 
two of the former took two tents each, and seemed to take no 
notice éf them 3 the weight is 94 1b. We felt that a day's 
rest here would be very acceptable, 50 arranged to send back 
men to get loads remaining at Camp IX to-day, while we waited. 
This does not ee us, on the whole, at all, but simply means 
that the men have one day less tc ge from Rdokass, and that, 
conseqrently, we shall stay there one day less. It was a 
blessing to see the tents pitched once more on the ground - 
it*s now seven weeks since I slept off snow. 

Auge: wt Tthe A perfectly heavenly nicht, of course, | 


far warmer than we*ve had for ever so long, and quite still. 
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This morning the coolies got off ver: early to make the double 
journey, 4 two were sent on to Rdokass to bring pack food 

for our nen. After srcaevuat we went in for the luaury (?) of 
@ wash in an ice lake Just by the camp - it was my first effort 
in that waz; since June 9th, and was not altogether pleasant. 
Furthermore, I wish to state that, except my hands, I was not 
at all dirty. The folly of ny wavs was duly brought home to 
me, as I now find I*va caught a fine "coup de scleil® on my 
shoulders and back, so that lying down is very uncomfortable, 
and I shall be compelled to take my meals off the mantelpiece 
for the next few days. We also washed aumiry of our things, 
and generally got ship-shape again. We find that down here we 
have inordinate appetites and thirst, but that, far from oeeatlS 
ing more easily, it seems, if anything, rather an effort. This 


afternoon I went for a atroll on the glacier for three-quarters 


of an hour with my camera to tr: and catoh Gusherbrunm, Mitre, 
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and Golden Throne between the frequent clouds blowing up from 
S.W. Here it has been fair all day, but I don’t think it 
means the same for the higher camps, as from here during snow- 
atorms (or rather, in the lulls of them) we could see the iden- 
tical sort of sky there now is over this part a the valley. 
One thing #shich civyes us much pleasure on getting down, is that 
we can smoke @ pipe through with comfort. Up at the high 
camps, owing to the smaller amount of oxygen in the air, it 

was almost impossible to keep our tobaceo (which is a slow- 
burning one) alight without conetantly relighting it. The 
ecoolies returned with the rest of our luggage at ides seven 
o*clook. 

August 8th. In view of the long journey made by 
our coolies vesterday, we decided do only a single parac to= 
day, and that, too, is a short one. We did not get off till 
9.30, and got in at various tines from eleven, to one o*clook. 


On the way we passed the spot that was a garden of purple 
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primilas on the nay ups these had, of course, gone, but in 
their place was a sees aged buttercup, roak rose, celandine, 
edelweies, centian, wild rhubarb, forget-me-note, and one or 
two plants whose nanes neither the footer ner I now. Crowley 
is again £11 to-day, and had to co very slow - I*m afraid he 
has contracted a chill. In the afternoon the two coolies 

wach to Rdokass returned with chaputtiess thev had gone uz 
paraos vesaterday (taking ten hours to do them) and three to-day 
- pala: at this kind of walking (moraine) they are marvels. 
Crowley did not get wmmoch better, so we determined to stop 

here tomorrew, and send back satveae to cet all our luggage 

on here, at the sane time giving the invalid time to recover. 
In the evening Eckenstein and I joined our men round their 

fire (we have got down to burnable sorub now) for a smoke. 
fhere is no doubt that the: will come all the way up the glacier 


to our high camps for the tins left there after we have done 
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with them. 

August 9the A lasy day in camp. Bren here, at 
14,500 feet, it gets real warm in the day 83° - 85°F. (25° - 
30°C). The coolies got off early, and were back with the 
loads from Camp VII before ten o'clock. Crowley is better, | 
and will be able to go on all right to-morrow. During the 
afternoon a band of coolies arrived from Rdckass - they are 
some of tiie men who have been sent up from down the FaLloye 
So now we have enouzh men to proceed with all our luggage, and 
need leave none behind to be sent for later. Their noes of 
the cholera at Askole is reassuring: for fire dars before 
they left Teste there had been no deaths at Askole, and their 
own village was still uninfected. We saw a grand boulder « 
thirty to forty tone - fall off the hanging glacier above us, 
and come crashing down the scree slopes towards uss the coolies 
were eee alarme€@ lest it should reach them, but it cot held | 


up in the bed of 8 stream. 


e é 


August 10th. It was nearly 7.30 this morning before 
the last of us ‘got off from Camp YI. The eerie Was a grey 
one with low and scudding clouds, though down below it was 
comparativoly still. The parao here (Camp ¥) is a rery long 
one, and over the usual damnable moraine all the ways it was a 
good deal worse on the «av down than when we came up, as the 
glacier is now ricoh more crevassed and the moraines are more 
unstable, so one has to make detour after detour, and even- 
tually covers quite double of the straight-line distance. 
Eckenstein and I arrived at 11.45, and Crowley at about one 
o*clock - he is ase so much better to-day. Aj. the siummita 
remained in cloud excerpt the Hustagh Tower, of which ve eee 
good glimpse as we passed the mouth of the Younghusband ¢Gla- 
cier. ‘We had a few drops of rain on the way, and now and then 
the sun soteaceoeh half-neartedly - it’s obviously quite 
unsettled. The camping place here, at Camp V., was a broad, 


flat stretch of sand at the bottom of a nullah when *e came up, 
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but now it is, for at least three-quarters of ita extent, @ 
lake. The tents were pitohed on the dry part, but towards 
evening the water began to rise, and threatened to flood us 
till our Ralti coolies made a waterway through 8 little bit of 
moraine and let the water into a big hollow - this saved the 
situation. Before turning in, Eokenstein and I had a smoke 
round our naukars’ fire while they sang; their songs are 
usually a chorus, which they all sing, while their leader im- 
provises a patter verse. Of course, when we were there they 
sang about us - I wish we could have understood what it was, 
but Kashmiri-pattersong beats both of us entirely. 

August llth. Last night was a bad one - it rained 
all night, and there was a gale, which we could hear screaning 
and growling cneourn the crags above us. Luckily, the camp 
is well sheltered. This morning, Baas it was pelting {rain, 
and not snow, here), so, though we had our breakfast at six 


o'clock, we waited to see what it was going to do. A good 
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lull, and even some glimpses of sun, induced us to start at 
about 9015. Crowley wasn't well, but as the Doctor thought 
he was well enough to go, he was induced to start with the 
latter = he gct better on the way, and eventually reached here 
only an hour and a quarter after we did. To-day we hare 
decided to go two parace, to Rdokass (Camp IiI). The usual 
wag te one parao along the hillside and one slanting across 
the glacier from the N. side to the &., but now the first 
parac is practicall: under water, so we went straight out on 
to the glacier, and the bulk of the way lay along the middle 
saoniaws to the banks. The first hour was execrable walking - 
then an hour or &0 of good going, reverting socn to the ori- 
ginal variety. Eckenstein, the Doctor and I got in about the 
same time - 3.350 p.m. For the greater part of the way it 
rained pretty consistently, thou..n it oceasionally tried to 
aia by clearing up for re minutes. We were quite 


glad to get in here, where, of course, we enoountered effusive 
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weloomes from the other Shikaris and our two oook-naukars, who 
have been here all the time. The vegetation on the place has 
enormously increased during our sbsence - it is now thick with 
long grass, and all the shrubs are in full leaf, Our goats, 
too, have inproved out of all pecoatitiba:. ene are now as fat 
as pigs - but it unfortunately does not seem to inorease their 
supply of milk. fhe first meal on fresh food was better than 
the best “diner fin* in the world ~ we have been, practically, 
exclusively on tina for eight weeks. Tne effect of these 
latter was to ipwet Crowley and the Doctor oceasionally, but, 
atrange to say, the interior economy of both Sckenstein and 
myself nas been perfect the whole time. We also found a d&k 
(July Sth, ex London) awaiting us here, so altogether it was a 
joyful evening. 

August 12th. <A rainy night, and the same this morn- 
ing. We indulged in all manner of luxuries - chota hasri at 


seven o'clock, eto. It is a blessing to be once more where 


there are people to cook for one, and there is not a perpetual 
question as to who is going to cook for the next meal. 

While at Rdokass the expedition was for sundry reasons 
widintessaked: The two Austrians desided to go off ahead 
while the rest of us waited a day to condense and repack our 
equipment. S80 they started on the 13th and we on the 14th. 
Before we left our shikaris showed us a red bear who lives on 
our little grass hillside and has hankerings after our goate - 
he must be a timid specimen however as he had no success. 

on the 14th we did two marches downwards to Camp I. 
with ar interval at Canp I. during which we had news of the 7 
only acsident that happened to anr coolie while with us. A 
man WAS peraniea to have hurt himself and to be unable to proe 
ceed, so we cent teo coolies baci to help him on and another 
forward bs stop the Deetor who was . Little way’ ahead. The 
damace was limited to a scraped shin and strained sinew and 


when the Doctor had bound him up the sufferer proceeded quite 


- 1a - a 


gaiiy on his own legs. 

We same across one uncomfortable piAsd RK Cross - & 
steo; ice slope covered with fine debris to a depth of about 
eighteen inches, and studded with boulders. Rokenstein 
brought most of it away vith him but dodged the falling mases 
I got helped across what remained but tt Was soe no coolie 
road and they had to make a long detour. A little further on 
we found that a side-glacier torrent had invaded what had been 
our highway between glacier and hills@ie, so we had perforce 
to keep to the méraine - so it was late before we got in. 

This parao is vastly changed; for instead of a 
broad sandy nuliah, there is just room to pitch two tents - the 
rest ig stream. 

On August 15th we at iength shook the dust of the 
Baltore moraine from our feet and everyone of us were heartily 


glad to be on firmer ground again. Moraine walking ig 
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enjovable enough in the Alps where one can rarely cet more 
than an hour or two at most but when it goes on for days and 
days, there is a sameness which tires even an enthusiast. 

A little way before we reached Palyu we were met by 
the Zahsildar'e Chuprassie and an old head~man ooolie whee ve 
used to oall Bubbles (for no better reason than that we could 
not pronounce his name) - they gave us a moat. effusive erestinge 

After settling into camp, wo sent for one of our 
natives who was reputed to be a tonsorial artist and had our 
hair and bearda attended to. We needed it too, as my hair 
covered both my ears and reached the tip of my nose in front. 
However the barber quickly changed all that and we resembled a 
gang of convicts when he had finished with us. The Doctor 
provided the admiring audience with much amusement by the way 
he inatructed the heathen how to trim his beard inte a Parisian 
saints cane then obiurgated because it was not to his liking - 


all in very cofloquial Fronch. 
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He is so oontinuouasly fodelling and singing that the 
natives have a little eaying “Jab Dootor sange. tab Peassvat. 
(Wherever the Doctor ia, there is there a jollification). 

fhe news of Askole‘s epidemic is eeiecatenes: as it 
is apparently dying rapidly. 

the next day #8 pursued our yay to our old Camp at 
Bardumal noticing as we went the enormous sizs to which the 
Bralduh has swollen since we ascended: it is a stupendous 
torrent. 

On August i7th I had the only thing epproaching an 
adventure in my whole journey, for we attempted to re~ford 
the Punaah torrent and save the detour to the rope-bridge. 

Eekenstein crossed first having roped himself to a 
long Alpine rope at the other end of which I was. I went as 
far upstream as I couid and neiaing the rope tight gave him 
something to puil against when he got into the currents he 


got acrose all right though at the worst place the water WAS over 
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waist deep and flowing at some 280 miles an houre Hext ZI had a 
try while the two sitikaris held the rope. All went vell till 
the middle when I stepped on a rolling stone and the rope was 
simultaneously allowed to dip and touch the water. When this 
hapyvened there was naturally a fine side puld on me which 

sent me head over heels. In a current like there was running, 
getting ub is out of the question and I felt very thankful as 
the shikaris began to haul me in that the rope eae a pukka one. 
Thirty feet or so under ioe-water was enough to land me rery 
like a plared 64% fish and it was quite a Pee before I sould 
in anyway do justice to the situation. 

Then I found shikaris and cooliss in a great state of 
alarm - indeed Eckenstein had to restrain his on his side from 
dashing in after me when I fell, which would have infallibly 
been fatal to thes : » but the climax was reached when I sug- 
gested tryins again. a alternately said they: would not 


hold the rope and praved me to desist, adding that Allah had 
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warned me once and that was enough. I had of ocurse to even= 
tually consent to go round to the rope-bridge whither indecd 
the coolies had incontinently bolted once thay saw me hauled 
ine The onl; real catastrophe involved in my ducking was the 
loss of vy one and only hate 

The detour was an interesting one as it contained a 


rope-bridye without vross-staye and 1,000 feet of real quite 





decent rock climbing o1 the opposite ~~ the only place 
where I naw the Baltia take off their loads and pass them on 
Sater: coming on themselves. 

The next day we approached Askole. And though the 
iumbader of the place came out to inform us that the epidenic 
was over, we deoned it best to eamp at Teste on the &S. side of 
the stream over Which the infaction had wit spread. Our 
instructions to our men 4o follow us and cross the rope-bridge 


without passing through the viliage were without avail, for the 


villa;zers crowded down to the bridge hard to embrace their 
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returned relatives. 

Our property left at Askole was brought over the 
bridge and stacked in one of our tents in which we set a 
quant ity of disinfeotant burning and then closed hermetically. 

The Doctor and Cresvley hare come to the conclusion 
thas. they would prefer to return down the BSralduh valley to 
have a wash at the hot springs and then, as they considered 
the cholera ha@ sufficiently abated, proceed right down to the 
junction with the Shigar Sees aienas they would raft down and 
rejoin us at Skardue Kekenstein and I preferred to go over 
the Skoro-la pass, a we separated. 

August 20th was a verr busy day for us. It began by 
the liumbadara of Askole and district turning up (seven in all) 
to receive payment for all the supplies they had sent up the 
glacier. In ali, for all our coolies, during the two and a 
half monthe we have used 130 maunds {say five tons) of flour, 
twenty-nine sheep, thirty dozen eggs and twenty-nine fowls, 
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also 60 1b. of ghi ~- this inoludea, naturally, our own con- | 


eumption. You oan imagine that the parment of each lumbadar 


for his contribution - each with odd quantities of everything 


was a matter not unattended with difficulty, and oceupied a 
long time, with many discussions. Just before the Doctor 
arrived an amusing incident happened. The Shikari had put 
out the empty flour bags for the lumbadars to take back - 
however, the ocoolies thought the lumbadars had had enough luck 
in getting all this oash, so rushed the bags and seized then. 
One cld coolie of ours afterwards showed us that he had stolen 
one, with much seis and a broad grin on his face. After 
tiffin we had out the contents of the tent, sorted and re- 
packed them. The food we had left {e.g., tea) we threw into 
the Bralduh, to be on the safe side. A lot of miscellanices 


turned up (e.g. tins of various things) which we gave to the 


natives, who will, no doubt, treasure them as heirlooms. The 


greatest amusesient was produceé by a scramble for candles, of 
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which we had an @XCe06. An interruption occurred in our packe. 
ing when a yiclently exoited native rushed up and began talking 
at express speed at one of the lumbadars, who talked back with 
equal wehenenos. When we had quieted both dow, we understood 
that the lumbadar would not, pay the man for his share of what 
nad been sent up to us ~- the lumbadar collects from us wriat is 
due to all the men under his control. So we held a ocurt of 
surmary iurisdiction on the Bpot e First, the claimant was 
taken a@ide and the anount of the claim detemined. Then, on 
cross-questioning, we found that the defeudant contradicted 
himself. Also, we had good evidence that the claimant (who 
was head-nan of my coolies on my shift on the way up the glae. 
Gier, and always behaved yery well} was awan of excellent 
reputation, whereas the defendant seened universally to be 
thought a bad TUATI So we issued a hukm on the spot that the 
money snould be paid over in our presence - and, of course, it 
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was; for a hukm is 4 huka. 

Yesterday evening Abdullah Bat - our schota shikari - 
and two naukars started off to go over the Skoro-la to sea 
in advance, to bring us back to Skoro (the foot of the pass 
in the Shigar valley} some ares as, after disoharging all our 
Askole debts, we have not enough left to pay off all these 
coolies, some of whom have been with us for three months. Ve 
originally intended to pay all ‘i Skardu, but as there has been 
cholera in the Bralduh valley, the men must not mix with those — 
of Re ehteee: but must turn back from Skoro. 

August 2lst. We were ready soon after eix this 
norning, but the usual odd things turned up to be settled - a 
few odd eggs to be paid for, and several discharged coolies to 
pay - so it was 7.30 before we got started. The way led for 
half an hour through the fields of Monjeon and adjoining 
villages before it began to mount. Their second crop is now 


nearly ripe ~ 4t is wheat everywhere, and wonderfully thick, 
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compared to English ones. Then the road began to mount, and 
continued very steep to within thirty minutes of the paraoc, 
where it rounds a corner and gets into the Skoro valley proper. 
It wae cxcessively warn walking, as in addition to the steep 
ground there was an wnclouded sun, and we were on a reok face 
which reflected a lot of heat. We arrived at 10.40, having 
come up some $3,000 feet. Five minutes before the camping 
ground wo passed through @ small collection of hovels, which 
is the village of Tla Brok. | It is a fine upland valley here, 
terminating in a glacier (which we ascend to-morrow) and, 
naturally, covered ith greenery wherever there is a little 
water. After some tiffin, as it was still fine and sunny, I 
photographed various groups of our best men, GeG. the nine 
Baltis who stared up at Camp XZ. with us all the time - they 
were very e@nused at the proceeding. The place is literally 


covered with edelweiss on all the high pastures, and apparently 
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here the outtle like it, a» we've seen many patuhes cropped 


close by them. 

August 22nd. As we had a lot of snow to oross 
toeday, and it wiz some hours before we got to it, we made an 
early start. Breakfast at 4.30, and the last man off at 5.15. 
We started by moonlight, but soon after the day broke - fine 
and almost oloudless. For a couple of hours or so we wound 
up the valley, which was fine pasture nearly all the way. At 
nine o*cloek we got on to the glacier, which has very eis 
moraine, and what there is of it good going. It runs nearly 


; ascent to the col begins. 





level for a bit, and then the WW 
Most of the slopes were of great steepness, and the snow (though 
it might have been much worse) was not | good - there were sau 
three inches of fresh-fallen stuff on the old snow, and the 

two coats had not combined at all. So the way up was dist inct- 


ly tedious and hard work. We did not reach the top till one 
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o*clook, having risen in all some 5,500 feet from our camping 
place. All the way the views of mountains had not been in= 
pressive, as the c¢lacier flows down from a small amphitheatre 
of peaks of no distinctive character, or creat size. These 
cut out all further view, except down the valley we had ascend- 
ed, where we saW some creat peaks on the further side of the 
Biafo Glacier. But, onse on the col the view towards 8.3.3. 
and §.W. was amazing - seas of peaks were visible rising wave 
on wave till they lost themselves in the cloud banks on the 
horison. Here and there a giant pushed ite nead up through 
the clouds, and we thought we caught a Glimpse of Rakipushi, 
near Gilgit - 130 miles off. The average height of all the 
points in view - and there wore literally thousands - must 
have been 19,000 fect. On the &. (Skoro} side of the pasa 
there is no snow, but an exceedingly steep valley leading into 
the Skore nullah - it is the steepest grass, seein and soree 
valley I have vet come across. Down this our way lay, the 
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firat part was bad coing - Bokenstein avoided it by gliseading 
on some snow debris lying in a gully - but then @ path, of . 
sorts, developed on 4 grass ridge which led nearly all the way 
down to our parao here - 4,000 feet below the col. We got 

in at 5.20 - ten hours of pretty hard work. It is far the 
longest stage we have had. From Tla Brok to the foot of the 
glacier, and from the col down to here, there has been liter- 
ally one eoneanious carpet of edelweiss - a wonderful profu- 
sion compared with Switzerland. There is a second variety 
here which, though ident ical in form with the ordinary kind, 
has a strong scent. When we arrived we pees another Sahib 
camping here ~ he is on a shooting expedition, and this valley 
is reputed excellent for ibex. His is the first white face : 
bar our party - we have seen for more than three months nov. 
So in the evening we had a little tamasha - we invited the 
Bnglishman round and drank two of our remaining half-bottles of 


champagnes emergencies are unlikely to turn up now, and it’s 
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quite useless to cart it back to Srinagar. 

August 23ra. Off at a on our way down the Skoro 
Lungma. The way first wound through a veritable rose garden 
on the top of the oliffs on the right-hand bank of the stream. 
Then, in a long, steep descent, it went to the stream bed. 
he valley here is very narrow, and the walls are vertical 
rooks which take it in turn to projeet right into the strean, 
so one has to be continually crossing from one side of the 
toecent to the other. It is not very broad, but naturally 
rapid - the first three times we crossed, Eckenstein and I took 
the trouble ee jump from stone to stone, thus getting across 
more or less dryz but, as the crossings became more and more 
fregiant, (We found it too muoh worry, and waded through. in 
all, we crossed that torrent fiftecn times. At about nine | 
o*cloek we reached a junction ok large side nullah, at which 
were three apricot trees crowing, 80 we had a rest there, and 


noticed with pleasure that there were apricots on it in an 
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unripe state, whioh augured well for our not finding the srop 
quite over when we arrive down in the main valley. A short 
way off from this place we met our old friend the Wazir of 
Alchcr:, who had come up to meet us, and from there he led us 
down at a terrific pace, but it siaste so much matter, as the 
path was good. 

Where these natives beat one is racing over really 
bad going, when there is no living at their PASC. 

Our last rencontre was a dak-#allah carrying our 
maila. He turned back with us, and wea all went on till we 
Came to another clump of trees, where the Wazir suggested a 
rest and produced Balti sweet cake, and two big baskets of 
peaches and apricots. We made & scrumptious meal, reading our 
mails the while. Then on down the valley, till at 11.15 we 
met Abdullah Bat (the man we sent on to Skardu), and also the 
Munshi a Skere, who had ricden out to meet us. Also, they 


had brought their horses for us, and it was « comfort to cet 
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four legs uniter one onoe more - the mere fact that my stirrup 
leathers were permanentiv fixed eighteen inches toc short, and 
that the irons were too saa for my mountain boote, were 
triftes. Twenty mimites brought us inte Skore at 11.15. The 
reception we have had in this valley has been quite over- 
whelming, somethings between a returning general and a perpetual 
coroamajion. It started at Soro, where avaited us a banquet 
of fruits apricots, grapes, peaches, eto., etc., ets. After 
partaking of this, we found: 

). Owing to the Tahsildar‘s absence fror Skardu ag had 
re 

(2). That restrictions had been removed from the Kralduh 

valley, and that our men could, consequently, go on to Skardu.e 
So we decided to proceed to Shigar for the night, and galloped 
the whole way there in under an hour. Ther had provided us 
with excellent seal who (contrary to the habits of these beaste) 


jumped all the ditches Glean ~- there is a water course every 
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few yarés here. At Shigar, as soon as we were encanped, 
visitors rolled up in orovds, all with many men bearing 
offerings - apricots by the stone, peaches, melons, grapes, 
vegetable marrows, beans, chilis, tea, eto., etc., eto., - till 
we were built into a regular kind of house of fruit and vegee 
tablese They also brought us big bunches of garden flowers - 
all bright-coloured and Bweet-snel) ing. So it looks as if 
these good people approved of our methods of treating them. 

We also heard that a universal tamasha had been ordered: in our 
honour, and in the cool of the evening went out to wateh it. 
The band started the proceedings - it gonasexea'ot three men 
aling a kind of pipe-ohanter, one eiacenie: two side drums, 
and one performer who blew into a most gorgeous coach horn 
(some five feet long and sixteen inches across the end) when- 
ever the epirit moved hin. Zhen dancing - this was, as usual, 
— statuesque and rather like Du ecctar te aesthetic attitudes 


in Punch. Afterwards came the polo mateh, for which the sides 
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were chosen by a Kiddie picking whips into two heaps, the 
owners forming the twe sides. They played seven a side on a 
tremendous cgroundég - over 400 yards long and about 65 vards 
wide - anda oe fast game they played. Needless to say, 
Bokenstein and I had the pavilion to ourselves. hey did not 
finish till nearly 7.30, and then we saic good-night to then. 
There is no doubt that polo is the national game here as before 
and after the game, and even during the intervwal, all the 
children of the place rush about the ground hitting round 
stones with aiapaitiea polo sticks. 

August oath. We sent off Salama to Skardu to-day 
to arrange for crossing the Deosai Plains while we took a 
day's rest here. In the seis all the notables of the place 
turned up to be caerataa The Wazir and ail his relations 
were photographed on earciis ground on their ponies, and later 
on the Rajah of Shigar turned up with 2 his relations and 


suite, and were duly taken. He (the Rajah) is a very fine man 
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indeed, and plays polo with the best of them. In the niddle 
of the photographing a jodel announced to us the arrival of 
the Doctor and Crowley. They had gone down the whole Bralduh 
valley and taken a raft from Yuno here. From early morning 
more presenta began to shower in on us - atill fruit and | 
vegetables - in quantities far greater than we know what to do 
with - it°s a regular milk-and-honey land. 

Here in Shigar, the: work a beautiful green soapstone 
into sups, little lamps, and pipes, etc., so we had up the 
merchants and bartered with then at warious timer in the day 
and acquired some lovely specimens of the work. This evening, 
the Rajah and suite case to give us their salaams before our 
departure, and to receive chits from us. We are going down 
to-morrow by raft. Late this evening the missionary who lives 
here came over to see ug « he has been quite well all the time, 
and has made no converts. 


August 25th. It took us some time to get started 
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this movming, as endless petitioners for ohits, etc., turneé up. 
So it was 8.10 before we were afloat on the Shigar. Our raft 
consisted of twenty-seven goat skins blown up ae very tight, 
with a light framework of wood on the top, this sauoerten ten 
of us in all. I was glad to have the chance of trying one, 
but cannot recorpmend the oraft for comfort, as the irregular 
sticks whioh form the framewor® are anything but scntortaae 
to sit on. fhe raft soon gete lower in the water than when 
one ita: and then the men are, more or less, continually 
employed in blowing up the skins. Neanwhile, one gets very 
wat, both by sitting more or less continually in the water, 
and also by the wayes which sweep over when one traverses 
rapidse One has one great advantage: the scenery is con- 
tinually revolving round like a panorama as the raft spins in 
the current. We got down to the junction of the Shigar ané@ 
Indus in two hours. The junction 4s some way below Skardu, 


go the men carried the raft up stream a bit, and then paddled 
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across the Indus stream with stioks while the raft drifted far 
down. This landed us three-quarters of an hour from Skardu, 
where we arrived at twelve o*clock. Soon after our arrival 
the usual streams of fruit bezan to pour in with the tea and 
Cakes, 6tG., - some twenty melons, among other things. Our 
coolies were very late arriving so we could do prattiocally 
nothing to-day. kaki Sahib turned up late - he has been 
shikaring without a great deal of success, and is going on to 
Srinagar, across the Deosai, in a day or two. 

We stayed at Skardu for a few days eink to the peak 
that we had not enough money to pay off our sdciiee: Indeed 
we thought we should have to wait till we got it sane from 
Srinagar; but our old friend the Tahsildar aia us to tele- 
graph to have the amount paid in to the Srinagar treasury when 
he could disburse it to us at Skardu. 

Growley and the Dector @id not wait for us while 


these arrangements were being made but started eff 2 days ahead. 
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We did not follow the same valley route to Srinagar 
as we had taken early in the year but a shorter if = atduocus 
one scross the Deosai Plains. 

These are very high (15,000 to 15,000 feet) table-~- 
dands which are free from enow only re Summer when they 
become the mail route to Skardu from Kashmir. The marches 
are too long for a loaded coolie and pony-transport is in- 
wariably used. 

It was the 29th of August that we set off on our 
final stage and late before we got off, for the men took long 
in getting the loads ready. They sew them into the two ends 
of a seatchaie rug, Which is thrown across the animal’s back. 
another cause of delay was an accident whioh befell a naukar 
who was sent to fetch the riding horses. He got up on one and 
was ‘thrown from ite Uniuckily, he eaught his foot in the 
stirrup, and as the horge bolted he was dragged along the 


ground a considerable distance before being ierked loose. By 
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some good luek, hovever, he got nothing worse than bruises. 

The way follows a valley, which iéor a ravine chare 
acter - watiesis steep rock faces and soree slopes, with no 
vegetation exoept scrub and bushes - to ite en@, at which is 
our first pass - the Gurje-la. We did one and a Baie peraes 
here through the dees valley, arriving at four o‘cleck. The 
way is a steep ascent the whole time, and we must hare risen 
s0me 6,500 feet - we are now about 14,000 fect. The pass is 
visible from here, some 2,000 fect above us - there is a 
little snow on it. Our nags are real good ones, as you can 
imagine from the fact that they carried us easily up all this 
height and distance. It eines at intervals during the day, 
but never really persistently till we had arrived, when a sleet 
storm set in, which apparently lasted ali night. We met & 
caravan on its way down to-day = ther told ua that Crowley had 
been unwell, and that, consequently, ne and the Doctor were. 


halting one day on the way. 
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August SOth. was a miserable day, and a rather mivsere- 
able maroh. Bokenatein and I were both ill this morning - his 
interior economy was seriously deranged and all the day he was 
unable to go for any length of time on his horse, as the motion 
made him feel bad. Z was not nearly so bad as Eckenatein, 
just a bit seedy. We started at 7.40, in a sleet storm, which 
changed to snow and hail as we got up to the summit of the col 
(about 15,306 feet) and back again to sleet when we got down 
again to the Deosai plains. Our men told us that it was the 
dastur (custom) for everyone to get i11 crossing the Burje-la, 
as there lived a bad devil in the valley who invariably troubled 
travellers in this way. Incidentally, the Deosai are aes 
known as The Devil's Plains. The last piece up the pass was 
over snow-covered glacier (much svevaueed in places): our 
ponies sent over this excellently and, not knowing the deci- 
sions of the Alpine Club, neither wanted to be roped, nor — 


atepped into crevasses instead of over them. We rode all the 


way up, reaching the summit at 9.30. Prom there a short piece 
of descent brings one to the Deosai proper, which lies between 
14,000 and 15,000 fest. As far as I have seen it to-day, it 
is a high, bere and stony plateau with round rooky or grassy 
humps rising irweguiarly. The vecstation is not very thick, 
but then it is only out of snow for a very few months in the 
year. iIt*s rather reminiscent of a large ranve of Mnglish 
downs @ithout the grass, and with the hills mush further apart. 
By a stream in one of the wallers we plodded@ on for hours; the 
sleet was quite continuous and we got excessively cold, so had 
to get off and walk at intervals. BErentually, I reached this 
parao at 1.50, it is one and a half paraos from our starting 
place to-day. Aa we felt we had had enough, we atopped and 
pitched camp, though it was our original intention to go tro 
and a half paraos, and cet back to habitations to-morrow night. 
Soon after our arrival it ceased sleeting, and now (four o’cloc&k 


is fine and sunny. I*s a characteristic of this place for the 
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weather to change suddenly and violently. 

August Slst. Thic morning, when we got off at 7.35 
it seemed unsettied, but inclined to clear up - it did so sub- 
sequentlye The looal devil had not finished with us vesterday 
as ZEokenstein and I were still very far from well this morning, 
and had to take liberal dodes of opiua-at intervals to make 
riding on horseback endurable. Also, three of our men with 
the horses were bad. Davil, or no devil, there does seem to 
be something in the plase that upsets people, whether some 
G@issolvyed mineral in the water, or some plant near the sanmping 
places I do not know. We meant to do three parasos to-day, 
and land at the first sae bungalow on this road@, i.e., at 
Bursil, where the Gilgit road and Deosai route diverge. We 
had finished two stages at 12.30, going fairly well. The 
scenery was unchanged - the same long, flat valleys with humps 
of rock or stones Hains theme The vallevs all have good 


streams flowing in them ané are, consequently, thick with grass 
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and wild flowers. We crossed many of these streams, fortun- 
ately now low, so not troublesome. After a heavy rainfall, 
hovever, they rise rapidly, and people sometimes have to wait 

@ dav or 80 till the: subside. Tre next parac is a tremendous 
one, and includes gcing over the sescond pasa, the Stakpi-la 
{about 13,700 feet) to which there is a small rise from the 

end of the plains. The way was very wearisome indeed, and we 
didn't get to the top +111 five o’cloek. At the top of the 
pass there is a big lake, which drains on both sides. From 
there an hour's continuous descent brought us to an excellent 
maiden by a river, so, as the Burgil bungalow was an unknown 
distance off, and as Eckenstein felt pretty done up, we pitened 
our camp and stayed the night there. It’s quite impossible to 
extract the real distance of a place, even from the Shikari who 
has been with ue all the time; they insist on trying to please, 
O-Ee. toeday they said the last pareo was quite short ‘i aye 
hours or so - whereas it is some four and a half hours, even ( 
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to here. A very tiring day, especially as we were both out of 
sorts. 

September lst. easton seprewea: ds the night, 
but my condition was much the same this morning, when we start-. 
ed at cight o*olook. After three quarters of an hour's riding 
I met a Sahib, who wis going over to Skardu, he was just then 
busy shooting at marmota, a rather large variety of which abound 
near here. He turned out to be a Doctor, so was promptly 
consulted, and ordered us to keep on milk diet exclusively. 

I reached the Bursil buncalow at ten o*clook, haring descended 
steeply most of the way. Here one gets on to the Gilgit road, 
which is the first ore of the name we have travelled over 
sinoe leaving Srinagar - it‘s quite pleasant to have from 
@icht to twelve fect of good surface under one, qulteas of the 
usual one-foot track, mostl: choked with stones, or steering 
through marshes. So, after a rest, xe continued on for an 


hour, and reached the first village out of Skardu, i.e., Minni- 


utes FE! 


nerg, whence on here (Pushwari) at 1.20. A very good maroh, 
and the scenery is a reat to one ‘s eyes after the dreary Decsai. 
All the way, after Bursil, runs through a heavily deodar-olad 
valley. It. ia very like a Swiss scene, esecially as the 
inhabitants live in ch&lets instead of the ordinary mud or 
stone hut - only these villages look cleaner than most Swise 
ones d0e Here there is a bungalow, with chairs and a table, 
luxuries we have begun to forget the use of. 

September 2nd. Both of us were a good deal better 
this morning. It was a werv pleasant march here, as the 
valley becomes more and more wooded and beautiful at every one 
of its many turns. The pine woods have muoh beech in then, 
and everrwhere are dotted about the onflet villages. With a 
good road under us we went very fast for more than half the 
journey, when Rokenstein's eens lost a shoe and went rather 


Lame, so he walked hin for a bit, and subsequentl: took the 
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shikari’s nag. We got here at 12.45. It is not the regular 
parao at Gurais, but some mile or two further on, near a 
faquir’s tomb, at a spot where Hokenstein camped ten years ago. 
Round Gurais the valley widens out into a plain for a few 
wiles - highly cultivated, and with many villages. 

September Srd. We wanted to cet over our third and 
Last (7*m thankful to me pass to-day. As it ie two marches 
oyer the top ee started a bit earlier than usual. The first 
part of the way led through a grand beech forest eG, a thiok 
undervrowth of sweet-srelling flowers (many orchids), s0 it was 
cool and pleasant. This brought us out near the end of a 
side valley, which the way led to the pase - the Tragbal- 
onde - g00Be Tha next Giese wha rather trying, as it was 
over a qiite tree-less hillside in a blazing sun. Here we | 
met an officer and his memsahib coming down - the latter in a 
dandy - and ubsequently a road siciueer and his wife too. We 
arrived at the first parac (Gorai) at twelve o*clcek, and from 
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there on the road wound now through pines, and now on the open 
billside, ascending steadily all the tine. After about an 
hour we were suddenly greeted with shouts from behind = it 
turned out to be Radoliffe, a forest officer, whom we had met 
at Srinagar before leaving, and who was also going over the 
pass. We stopped, had a talk, and then he went ahead (being 
much better mounted), we followin: after. Bventually, ve 
reached the top at 3.15 peme, Or at least what I took to be 
the top, as there is no well-defined ool, but a long ridge, 
along whioh the way runs, gently ascending and descending, ee 
a iong tine. The height ia 11,000 feet, some 5,000 feet rise 
from Gurais. When one reaches the end of the ridge, an extra= 
ordinary view breaks in on one. In the foreground, the pine= 
soeeued hilis and nullahe of Kashmir stretching away on both 
sides. fhen the big expanse of the Woolar lake in front, 
blending in the ‘eke haze at its edges into the plain of Kashmir 


which stretches right away, till in the distance it meets the 
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spurs of the Himalayas, which bound it. Running through the 
landscape is the silver meander of the Jhelum, and the whole 
of this is living 5,000 feet below one. The clouds, unfor- 
tunately, hid from us Banga Parbat, up N.W. in the Indus valley, 
but certainly beantified the rest. Then down - again in long 
szig-aage - till we reached fragbal at 5.39. Here we found a 
reguiar concourse at the bungalow. fo begin with, we hed 
caught up the Doctor and Crowley who had come one march exis 
then Radeliffe and a friend of his, the officer we had met at 
Sxardu fhe had come across the Deosai with the Doctor and 
Crowley), and finally, a man on telegrarh work. 

Septamber ath. The re and Crowley cot off 
before us to-day, as they intend to go down to Bandipur (the 
end of the Gilgit road on dcastacciag lake) to-day, ard take a 
dunga from there across to Baranullah - some five hours by 
water. They sleep there to-night, and go on to Srinagar by 


tonca to-norrow. They do thie in order to avoid being on the 
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Woolar or the Jhelam after nightfall, when there are crovéds of 
mosquitos. The ordinary waterway to Srinagar is across the 
Woolar, and then u) the river. This way we intend to EO, 
avoiding the skeeters by starting very early in the morning 
and travelling fast, in whioh case we sho.ld be out of their 
region before nightfall. We, therefore, to-day only carne 
down as far as Kralpur, which is some three miles from the 
lake, and a little above it. It was on2:' a short march of 
less than two hours down colossal sig-zagn on the hillside. 
Bokenstein found running down the short cuts more congenial 

to his confort, whereas I trotted down a road on my nage We 
are going to stay a day in camp here to-morrow to have a rest 
and cive our insides a chance of getting properly better, 
which they haye not been able to do with this snttauation of 
long dave in the saddle. This neighbourhood is that from 
which our shikaris and naukars oane from, 80 we have said rnow- 


ad*you-do® to innumerable fathers, brothers, cousins, etc., of 
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all of them, who have come up and presented us with al). nanner 
of good things to eat - which we cannot touch. In the evening 
we were informed that Crowley had vormandsered our two dungas, 
which we hid ordered beforehand, without telling us anything 
about it, go we had to send off a man post haste to Srinagar 
to get others down. He is going to walk all night, so that, 
with luck, they nay arrive to-morrowe 

September Sthe A perfectly lazy day in camp. i 
think the ond: thing we did - besides dosing - the whole day 
vas to lopk at and choose sone pieces of pitttoe (native cloth) 
made in the villages round here - it is infinitely better than 
the stuff they sell in Srinagar. 

September 6th. The return to their homes had a 
very bad effect on our naukars, 50 this morning, when 6 @6- 
veces wanted to get off early, to avoid the mosquitos of the 
lower reaches of the Jhelam, they were not there. Furthermore, 


there was some trouble in getting then. Then 411 manner of 
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other delavs turned up, absence of coolies or horses to take 
our goods down to the boat, ste. It wam an hour’se ride to the 
dunga through Bandipur and ite neighbouring villages, which 

are nearly level with the lake ané all planteé with rice. At 
the boat, more celay, milk, water and wood for the cruise had 
to be shipped. So it was twelve o’olock before we got cff. 
The boat had been broight up & canal, and down this ther paddled 
to the lake proper. Tne naukarse very much wanted me to shoct 
them @ heron - there are jguantities all over the lake - as they 
esteem then a great delicacy. I managed to get one at the 
second attenpt. Again, later, I indulged in a stalk of a bird 
which they gaid was excellent eating - he was rather like a 
small cormorant to look at, but Rokenstein saya he tasted very 
good. fhe lake is very weedy, so progreas through it, by 
paddling, was ‘ee. Rrentually, we cot across, however, and 
turned up the Thelam, which, though low still, flows with a 


fairly rapid stream. Here they started towing. As the hanks 
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are high, and the country flat, one does not see mich from the 
river except the edges of the never-ending ricefields. Ever 
Since we had vot to ths lake there were a certain amount of 
mosquitos about, but never in very large niosbers. Towards 
evening, when, of course, they start getting bad, a strongish 
breeze arose and kept them clear. 80 we did not antioipate 
@ bad nignte However, a6 soon as we got to the stopping place 
the wind fell, and the hauste came out in their legions. We 
got a tent up aiteeiys and having got inside it, smit up door 
and window. Then emcked till the inside was 80144 sith "baccy. 
As we heard none we thought we were pretty safe, aid went to 
sleep. 

September 7th. They woke us at 5.45 this morning, | 
but this was not the first time I had woken up by any rieange 
In fact, I had been engaged in waking up most of the night. 
Wien we came to ee ourselves by davlicht I found that I 
had suffered a greet a more than Fekenstein, who only had @ 
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comparatively few bites. Unfortunately, I got about twenty to 
twenty-five on each arm and hand, and six or seven on my face, 
and am, at present, trying not to scratch any of the ete 
We proceeded straight away by towing up the river. We had a 
long day of it, doing nothing, in the boat, and did not arrive 
at the outskirts of Srinagar till after seven o*clock. As it 
was a long way up through the town by river, and manipulating 
the craft through the bridges is also slcw, we got out and 
walked the last four miles on the high road, leaving the boat 
to follow. When we got here we found every room in the hotel 
full, but they managed “ put us up. Crowler and the Doctor 
arrived two Cavs ago. The former, with his beard off and short 
hair is unrecognisable. The place is full of disgusting smart 
people who dress - it makes one nee of Camp XI. | 
Here the 6 of us were once more together only to 


separate again almost irmediately. 
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Sckenstein and I staved on in that beautiful city of 
Srinagar and seaat &® pleasant month living in idleness and 
Looking at the lovely things that the astute Kaahmird nere 
chant would sell one, while the othors disperseé and found 


their divergent ways to Burops once more. 
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